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AT PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL ?

Stained Glass Window
Dedicated in Duluth

Dedication of a new stained glass window was a focal point of the
10 a.m. service at Pilgrim Congregational Church, Duluth, on October
14. : .

The window was made possible by funds bequeathed to the church
by one of its members and leaders, the late Arthur Roberts.

A man devoted to human justice and freedom, Ir. Roberts sugges-
ted the window in his will, declaring that he believed “there is a place
for beauty as well as good work in the world.”

The pointed gothic window mmqrés approximately 20 feet by 30
feet. Its subject is education, an important part of the organized

 Christian work of the founding American Congregationalists. The
artist and designer, Odell Prather of Philadelphia, feels “that the im-
pact Congregationalists have had upon American institutions of higher
learning is most impressive. . the church has founded so many famous
colleges and universities that this important function should be cele-
Brated.l. i il ewved , . DA !
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724-8503 church

The dedication of a new stained glass window will be a part of the 10 a.m.
Service at Pilgrim Congregational Church, 23rd Avenue East and Fourth Street
on Sunday, October 14. The window was made possible by funds bequeathed to

the church by one of its members and leaders, the late Arthur Roberts. A

man devoted to human justice and freedom, Mr. Roberts suggested the window in
his will, declaring that he believed "there is a place for beauty as well as

good work in the world". Dr. Royal Shepard, minister of the church, stated

that "the window is a memorial to his first wife, Katherine M. Roberts and

Mary M. Roberts whose participation continues unabated",

The pointed gothic window measures approximately 20 feet by 30 feet and

the subject is education, an important part of the organized Christian work

of the founding American Congregationalists. The artist and designer,
Odell Prather of Philadelphia, feels "that the impact Congregationalists
have bhad upon American institutions of higher learning is most impressive...
. church has founded so many famous colleges and universities that this

flﬂctm,ihould be celebrated".
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Pilgrim window page 2

p right: Fisk Uhiversity (Jubilee Hall) Nashville,

Tenn.
upper left: Mount Holyoke College,

South Hadley, Mass.

center:

Oberlin College (Peters Hall) Oberlin, Ohio

left:

Northland College (Wheeler Hall Ashland, Wisc.

Prather explains that "these buildings are not realistically rendered -

if they had been, they would have lost their character as Symbols.
They represent the part which the church has played in fostering education,

one of the principal foundation stones of American life'",

The building diagrams are vignetted, arising from and fading into

the background glass, to keep them from being too detailed or dominant.

Near the bottom of the window flows the stream of Living Water, and at

the far left and the far right are two tall trees which stand for the

Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. At the top center of the prin-

ciple panels is the symbol which represents the emblem of the United

Church of Christ.

In the tracery there are more symbols. The Star of Incarnation is

in the center quatrefoil at the top. The buildings indicated in the right
Qgé'lﬂft portions of the tracery immediately above the main panels are

o

: 'ﬂﬁ_th' Holy City, the New Jerusalem. (esthetically, they form
H-@h’ b?#ldinsﬂ in the main panel)

I!;n to harmonize with those in the existing

E: golds and olive greens parallel the colors

ilt tints (thought of as 'whites" in glass)
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: *1‘|Fﬁg light clerestories as well as some white cloud repre-
ons in the landscapes.

The theme also harmonizes with the landscape
windows of the nave with the use of native white birches along with the

two symbolic trees.

About the artist: Odell Prather has been actively engaged in art,

especially for architecture, for a number of years. She studied art at

Philadelphia Museum College of Art and Tyler School of Fine Arts; Art

Student's League, New York City, member of Artists Equity Assoc, Guild

for Religious Architecture and the Philadelphia Art Alliance. She has

received numerous awards for sculpture.

Commissions include the designs for all the windows in the Dwight D,
Eisenhower Chapel, Abilene, Kansas; the J. Edgar Hoover window, Capitol Hill
Methodist Church, Washington, D. C. and more than 70 churches representing a

number of denominations. The artist will be ‘present at the dedication.

Conway Univeral Studios of Stained Glass, Winona, Minn., will install
the window during the week prior to the dedication. The company spent four

months making the window. Tt will take approximately four days to install.

cipating in the dedication along with the minister, Royal Shepard
iy

t, Odell Prather, will be the chairperson of the Window committee,

'fjﬂoherts Memorial Window committee: Charles

Gerry Heller, Dorothy Honigman, Joyce Nelson,

omas



e ﬂ?ﬂl@ltion of the Roberts

building from that which stood on
, Lake Avenue and which the church

1 of 1915. One of these, the MUNGER

.tigt with a globe in his hand, is located
. The other, a four window series, is the
1 A separate panel is devoted to a tradional
the four Evangelists. This window is inscribed

of the maker "J. B. Anglade, Paris" and the date, 1888.

jﬂﬁﬁhéw.has six toes on both feet.

Windows

d windows made by the Louis C. Tiffany Studios, N. Y. depict
scenes with mountains, lakes, trees and flowers. In contrast

he glass used in most stained glass windows, Tiffany used translucent
‘glass streaked and mottled in color and plated, or layered to achieve

~ the desired effect. The firm went out of business in 1926.

Nearest to the narthex on the south side of the building is the HOOPES
MEMORIAL WINDOW. It was dedicated in honor of the church's 50th
anniversary in 1921. Next is the FIELD MEMORIAL WINDOW made in 1918.
Following down the aisle are the BARNES MEMORIAL WINDOW and the
memorial to CHARLES A DUNCAN and WILLIAM G. HEGARDT with its spectacular
iris and daffodils. At the foot of the aisle on the north (4th St.)
side of the church is the MATTER MEMORIAL WINDOW.

The Tiffany windows are mentioned in the book on the architectural
history of Duluth prepared for the bicentennial.

35 The Tiffany Style Windows

Continuing up the aisle on the north side are the HORNBY and MCGONAGLE

MEMORTAL WINDOWS, depicting mountain and lake scenes. These were made

and designed in 1954 by Westminster Studios of New York, a successor

firm to the Tiffany company. Though cost prohibited a complete duplica-

tion of the Tiffany process, these windows are made of Tiffany glass

- and styled to appear like the older windows. Proprieter of Westminster
 Studios at that time was the artist Oscar Julius.

.. The '"History Windows"

- In the vestibule are two windows installed in 1957 by Edward M. Leighton
- of Minne: olis. These were planned after extensive research by Dr. Wil-
E ak who was then senior minister. Each window shows three

in the history of American Congregationalism.

MEMORIAL WINDOW. At the top John Robinson,
congregation in Leiden, The Netherlands,
the company departing from Delfthaven
to the founding of Plymouth Colony.

g of the Mayflower Compact. AL the
first colonial legislature.

‘founding of Harvard College (top),
s College (center) and Lyman Abbott
7 (bottom)
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