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I agree with him that this really ought not to be classed as a debate. One of
my parishioners showed me the other day a little cartoon which showed a man and
a wife looking at a television screen and underneath it was the caption: "My,
those Kennedy-Nixon debates mally started something!® and on the screen was a
clergyman with a collar debating with the devil. Hav 1 agreed
we didn't want to follow in the footsteps of Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Nixon, for
this is a discussion, but wé*1l have to take opposite sides because we have dif-
ferent viewpoints on this. The wonderful thing to remember is that there are
two honorable alternatives in this matter. It's tragic that we have to make a
decision because I believe there's a great deal to be said on each side and the
only manner in which I wish to discuss this is with the fr recognition that
many good friends very sincerely and conscientiously and ( : ) support the
United Church of Christ. I respect their judgment and their right of choice,
but none the less I feel that in the Same way I represent another point of view
which is equally honorableJ and between these two‘ people, unfortunately, have to

make a choice.

r."‘:u""lﬂ/’ d:’?_(‘l. = 7“1" 26: /76/ — %C}/MAA'

I should like to begin by taking a rather broad vieit;:f this and ask you
aracteristics of this particular church or of any

Congregational church. What are the characteristics of our fellowship which
we cherish and whi in which we pride ourselves? And I would
suggest that these come under four general headings. The first is a sense of
theological freedom and liberality. I dare say there are many people in this
Congregation who came from other fellowships, who appreciated the backgrounds
of their youth but who felt that within the Congregational church there was a

breadth of freedom, a tolerance of understanding, that they had not found else-
where, and so they uld do away with the intricacies of

theology.
faith, but here could be a church home in

and good will could come together to sugge
being, a physical being, but that he is a

2 company of like-minded people the idealism, the hopes, the dreams of each might
be ddvanced. You came to this church because you recognized that in the great
Hebraic-Christian tradition the insights of Greece, of Rome, of the Orient and

of the Hebrews had enriched the faiths of their times and you wanted that you
might know something about all of these backgrounds that you could draw upon
I need not go into further details, but

them in building a faith of your own. 7
I mention only this to suggest that I believe thaé this is the first common

background which all of us have, that here we can take seriously our commit-
ment to the great issues of life without arguing about the antiquities of »theo-

logy.

And the second great characteristic of tﬁ Congregational church is a
regard for the freedom to conduct local affairs without outside interference.
You came to a church because you said here the decisions were made by ther people
in the Bongregation and this was the kind of church life which appealed to you.
Since this is something upon which we all agree, I shall not dwell on this to
any greater extent. - KR

‘In the third place, I think you came to a Congregational church because Luse
yoti‘p here that we could retain our initiative in all our relat;.mhipg with
outside groups. - We did not have to be considerate of bishops, otﬂs% »
superintendents, of the findings of councils and synods, but here we could
only conduct our own internal affairs but we could also chart our course in.
relationship to the great Christian enterprise without a regard &;ﬂ:?‘h
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And in the fourth place, I think many of us are Congregationalists because
we say, as Mr. Hastings has said, that denominationalism really m': important.
We are Christians and we want to emphasize our basic unity e want to
be in fellowship and cooperation with people of all groups. The way I put it
is that Congregationalists have the whole sky over them. They are not limited
by any kind of association, but they can say, "Yes, we will join heart and
hands with Christians of whatever name or label they may be", and you will find
as you go across this country that in local councils of churches, in state
councils of churches and in the National Council of Churches the Congregation-
alists, both laymen and clergy, have taken the lead because they have believed
in this basic enterprise of cooperation and good will.

Now, perhaps there are other reasons why you are Congregationalists, but
it seems to me that these perhaps cover four of the basic considerations. Now
I should like to look at the proposed United Church of Christ in relationship
to each of these four areas of concern and to ask whether or not the proposals
will advance and help us in these areas that are of vital concern. Now I raise
these as questions because you may give different answers from the answer which
I would give and, as I say, none of us has authority to legislate for the other.

I hope only that I may stimulate your thinking.

Let us take, then, the first: this area of theological liberalism, Mr.
Hastings said that he thought we were past the point of theological considera-
tion, that we were past the point of even discussing the existence or desira-
bility of the United Church of Christ. But it seems to me that this is the
first time that you and I have been given a chance to vote and if 50, We are
not past any point, but the whole issue is before us. I heard Mrs. Fiebiger
discuss for our Association (I don't know whether she did it in your Associa-
tion or not) and she simply passed over the first paragraph and she said,

"This is the preamble. This is our theological orientation.", but she did not
point out what this theological orientation is. This is what I would like to
call to your attention. If you will look at paragraph 2, you will see that
along with a lot of high-sounding phrases here, and theological terms, we are
oriented in an area that is quite different from the liberalism and the open-
ness with which Congregationalists(are familiar. The third or fourth sentence
is: 'this church "claims as its own the faith of the historic Church expressed
in the ancient creeds and reclaimed in the basic insights of the Protestant
Reformers." Now I know we're told that there is no creed which we have to
accept and I think this to be true yand I am not suggesting that otherwise is
the case, but the theological framework, none the less, of the people who
framed this document was one which was willing to put it in keeping with the
historic creeds of Christendom. All I can say is that there are a great many
people in Plymouth Church, Minneapolis, who are Congregationalists because they
thought they were getting away from the historic creeds of Christendom and they
desired to express t ?ir faith in new, in modern, in contemporary terms that
are related to 1ifd"th4h to the ancient discussions of the Middle Ages. It's
interesting in this' connection to note that there was a proposal made at the
General Synod when this was adopted to change the phrase "expressed in the
ancient creeds" and substitute for it "expressed in the New Testament". Now
after all, the New Testament can be made to be quite orthodox if you want to
do so, but mone the less, those of us who look to Jesus Christ as our leader
without a lot of theological overtones, we find this Jesus in the New Testa-
ment and we would be willing to accept the New Testament, but this proposal
was voted down and then it was suggested, "Well, if you don't want tarlst us
have it in the New Testament, could we insert ®expressed in the ancient cr@cds
and the New Testament', putting the two of these together?" and even that was
voted down. Now, it seems to me that this is an indication of mmnﬂn
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are being drawn into an institution which says you have complete freedom,

P "I think that they mean this, I don't question that for a moment, but the
framework of expectancy, the norm which is being held up for one is of theo-~
logical orthodoxy. This is one of the two great impulses for church union.
There is a great resurgent wave of orthodoxy in all Christendom today mad it
is spearheaded by the leaders of the various denominations who are teaching

in our seminaries, who are training pur young ministers in orthodoxy, and they
want to get away from the freedom®@f ‘the liberalism that has heretofore
characterized Congcregationalism. The World Council of Churches this past sum-
mer likewise tightened the basis of membership to include specifically a
doctrine of the inspiration of the scriptures and the doctrine of the Trinity.
Now, We may believe these things, but as Congregationalists we have not thought
that they were our important orientation. We have said rather, the guidance
of the Holy Spirit to a man or woman today is what matters and therefore we
welcome people of all theological persuasions, and I feel that we are endan-
gering the liberalism for which Congregationalism in the last 75 years has
stood by this theological orientation to orthodoxy.

Secondly, let's go on now to the second area of which we spoke: freedom
to conduct our local affairs without outside interference. Now this is the
point about whichso many people who have opposed the union have argued and
debated and Mr. Hastings has made the claim that he thought that the vitality
had been taken out of the opposition because of the very clearcut conditions
of paragraph 21. Now I want to say - this won't please all of you here I know -
that I agree with him in large measure. It doesn't take the steam out of my
opposition because this was never my opposition in the first place, but I am
perfectly willing to concede, George, that paragraph 21 means what it says. I
do not think that we are in danger of having somebody come into Pilgrim Church
or Plymouth Church to try to own our property, to tell us whom we have to have
as a minister, or in any other way to regulate the local church. I am quite
willing to accept this as meaning what it says. I believe the people who
x_srrote it were honest men and women and I do not question, therefore, that their
intent is that the freedom and the autonomy of the local church is preserwved.
So, with your permission, I am going to pass over this though many of you may
feel that this is the point about which to argue; I simply do not think so;

1 have not thought so from the beginning. The Basis of Union with its inter-
pre?,atlons twelve years ago made it perfectly clear that they were not going
to invade the local autonomy and I have accepted this all aleng, and if you

want to debate this point you will have to write a question in here to do it.

I want to move on to what seem to me to be far more serious ob ee‘biona
o I have already taken the first one on the theological. The third ig what I’ -
described as thea in?.tiative in relationships of the local church to outside Wi R
groups. Now this, it seems to me, is the crucial point so far as our free-
doms are concerned, for we are being asked to enter into a church in which
gefare entering into a whole structural relationship that we have never had
eiore, in which we will be guaranteed the right to run our own church as we
want provided we let the people over here who are running the snpersﬁ‘uéturés.
run thfase superstructures exactly as they want to do it . Paragraph 22, i
]E:win%hparagraph 21, says that actions by, or decisions or advice emana
Vhi;;: te General Synod, a Conference or an Association, should be held
1lghest regard by every local church, This is what is of great concern to me
undercut 300 years of ongregatiaalism, Nov Vs not essarily
&e L

you. 90% or more of Christendom does i
does it; the Lutheran Church .aoesdi?' 5t o
byterian Church does 1t; the Methodist
operate on that kind of basis, so
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are being drawn into an institution which says you have complete freedom,
and I think that they mean this, I don't question that for a moment, but the
framework of expectancy, the norm which is being held up for one is of theo-
logical orthodoxy. This is one of the two great impulses for church union.
There is a great resurgent wave of orthodoxy in all Christendom today amd it
is spearheaded by the leaders of the various denominations who are teaching
in our seminaries, who are training pur young ministers in orthodoxy, and they
want to get away from the freedom‘f the liberalism that has heretofore
characterized Congregationalism. The World Council of Churches this past sum-
mer likewise tightened the basis of membership to include specifically a
doctrine of the inspiration of the scriptures and the doctrine of the Trinity.
Now, we may believe the-"a‘é', gs, but as Congregationalists we have not thought
that they were our im;‘{, Q, 3. ientation. We have said rather, the guidance
of the Holy Spirit to a@ﬁ@ & o\oman today is what matters and therefore we
welcome people of all the ‘5‘5‘5@ .\ persuasions, and I feel that we are endan-
gering the liberalism for . iy % "%3:5 regationalism in the last 75 years has
stood by this theological oz e;afg., 5"4 to orthodoxy.
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and are we going to throw over the distinctive witness which we have to
ake by promising that we are going to hold in the highest regard
which outside bodies have decided? S which the Congregationalists

in England in 16 i which our
Puri in 1649 at Cambridge rejected in the Cambridg.

and you and I are asked to accept this.
thrill of seeing the Presbyterians unite,
by this too. I think the Lutherans should
terians should
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tional form. These go back to the beg

say that our Episcopal friends are wrong.

ferred one way; and it would be quite all righ

ized churches to get together and the episcop

together, but if the Congregationalists are g .
are going to be, in the United Church of Christ game
of church union, we can be quite sure that the congregational form, whieh goes
back to apostolic times, will not have any signifiecant witness in the next

100 years of Protestantism in the United States. This is the challenge that

it seems to me is before

Wedl, of course, this is true.
fellowship and we honor them and we respect them
these positions of fellowship, but they

don't have to respect them b
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wh:.chreauywillimpmg e eventually upon the ca cche: i,
Norms are established which we are to regard and respect even though we have
the legal right to oppose them. For example, no one can interfere with the -
call (right) of the church to call any minister it wants to. When you look
at the by-laws you discover that four pages are given to escribing
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e United Chur
constitution,

fully the
hurches composing it, +c make more effective their common
His Kingdom in the world,"

The structure of this union "jg composed of local churches, Associations, Con..

Ce€s and the General Synod." The basic unit of the life ang Organization of
the Uniteq Church of Christ is the local church, the autonemy of which has been
constitutional]y guaranteed in Paragraph 21 "ag inherent ang modifiable only by
its own action,®

A description of the Associations,
the local church ig related is stated in the constitution of the United Church of
Christ, This has been mage available to all members of Pilgrim Congregational
Church and does not require reiteration in this re
Church of Christ are delineated in Artic
Church of Christ, The ine:

through which the loc21 church may carry
out its local ang wor' tinue through the same ones employed in
the past, enla r i The local church
will thus ha 1
heritage,
increasing force, in accordance wi
"God hath yet more light to break

Board for World Ministries

Board for Homeland Ministries

Council for Higher Education

Council for Health and Welfare Services
Council for Christian Social Action
Council for Church and Ministry
Council for Lay Life and Work

Office of Communication

Stewardship Council

These instrumentalities are counterparts of existing Congregational General |
Council Committees, Thein membership composition and functions are recorded in the
constitution ang by-laws of the United Church of Christ. .




"If the vote of p
im Church should Join the United ch
» hay be brought up at any futur

construed as giving to the General Synod, or to any Conference or
Association, now or at any future time, the power to abridge or inpair
the autonomy of any local church in the menagenent of its own affairs,
which affairs include, but are not limited to, the right to retain or
adopt its own methods of organizaticn, worship and education; to

retain or secure its own charter and name; to adopt its own constitution
and by=laws 5 to formulate its omn covenants and confessions of faithj
to adnit members in its own way and to provide for their discipline

or dismissal; to call or dismiss its pastor or pastors by such procedure
as it shall detemine; to acquire, own, manage and dispose of property
and funds; to control its own benevolences; and to withdraw by its

ovn decision from the United Church of Christ at any time without
forfeiture of ownership or control of any real or personal property
owned by itg"

It should be noted that the above statement also recognizes the right of the
church to'withdraw by its own decision from the United Church of Christ at any
tine without forfeiture of ovnership or control of any real or personal property

owned by it,"




ing our present affiliations
these affiliations or join the

Church, it nevertheless continues to perform
provides a continuing fellowship for Congrega-

The membership of Pilgrim Church in the Duluth Association is a voluntary
one and will continue unless the Church takes specific action to terminate mem-
bership, If it is decided to continue our present affiliation, no further action
need be taken,

Continued affiliation with the Duluth Association will in no way result in
or imply membership in the United Church, Membership in the United Church can
only be obtaineqd by the affirmative vote of Pilgrim Church, Provision has been
made in the Constitution of the United Church for continued fellowship with
local Congregational Churches without the necessity of membership in the United
Church. Article 1v + paragraph 19, provides as follows:

"An Association or a Conference of the United Church of Christ may,
under such provisions as it deems wise, admit, or continue in fellowa
ship with, any Congregational Christian hurch which is not part
of the United Church of Christ. The names and statistics of such
churches shall be kept separately; their members shall not be counted

in determinin

ral Synod or hold elective office in
No direct or indirect r‘tici%tion by any such local church
N pport of, the work of the %nite urch of Christ, or of any of
Its instrumentalities or of Conference or Association shall be con-
strued as making it a church of the United Church of Christ," thnphasis '
Supp




Report of Sub-committee .

dmong the possible courses of action open to the ch
Study Committee for coensideration was the f};ellomg: urch suggested to the

"3) To.aff-iliate with the National issociation of Congregational Churches
Wh?.ch 1s an organization resulting from a cambination of three gro\tpe’
which opposed the merger several years ago,"

Vhether Pilgrim Congregational Church of Duluth should i

National issociation of Congregational Christian Churcheglwoﬁgli-::;’e t:i:}elpetr};,
in the last analysis, on: what is its memberst concept of Congregationalism?
and how strong is their desire to preserve it? People became members of a church
for varying reasons, liany have doubtless Joined Pilgrinm Conzgregational Church of
Duluth with little, if any, concern as to just what Congregationalism means, Tt
is to be assumed, however, that many are members because they have a reasonable
understanding of the neaning of Congregationalisn and consciously have chosen it
as their desired fom of church organization, To such people, that which repre-
sents and preserves what has been temed "the Congregational way" is desirable,
while that which does not, or is suspected of not doing so, is to be opposeds

It should not be the purpose of this report to define Congregationalism,
although some understanding of the tem is essential to a conclusion on the
question of what this church should do. Tt is enough to say that the reported
study of the Cormittee on Free Church Polity and Unity, constituted by the
General Council and published in 1954, used this quote in defining Congregational

polity:

"Congregationalism is that system of church organization which recog-
nizes the equal rights of all believers, the independence and autonomy
of the local church, and the association of the churches through volun-
tary organizations devised for fellowship and cooperation, but without
ecclesiastical authority,"

It is not the province of this report to categorically state whether the Uhii.;ed
Church of Christ does, or does not, incorporate and safeguard Congregationalism.
It is sufficient to say that while many doubt that it does, none seem to question
that the National issociation of Congregational Christian Churches represents
Congregationalism as we have known and understood it. If for no other reason,
then, it represents a fellowship deserving of our earnest con§1de?ation if, in
making our decision as to what to do, we seek a fellowship which is loyal to our

historic faith,

The stated ose of the National /ssociation is to provide a means by
which churches mz;rimsult and advise together as churches upon na:::r:fgfl g:g:;s
concern without disturbing or altering their present as§ociatlons s e
(Article II#), Membership is by churches with cach having a ;o;i, :en a chog
may withdraw at any time by its ovn vote without impaimment o. csle = gtes, -
spiritual rights (irticle III)s The officers are elected by tﬁ reig.ati s i
are selected by the member churches (Article II). Its cooper; Z&i saiomonshi
and activities develop out of the study and re?mmendations o 'ctién 7
created by, and answerable to, the amnual meeting of the asso;:.?‘ ) r;icaoems o
organizations, not structurally a part of the association, offe ]

requests They are:

# A11 references are to the Constitution and By-Laws of the National Association
unless otherwise noted,




Report of Sub-cormittee 3 - page 2

The Missionary Society of the Con i
gregational Chri
Churches, an Illinois corporation -

The Congregational Christian Church Building ILoan
Inc., a Tisconsin corporation % S

The Christian Life Service League
The Pastoral Relations service of the national office

The National Association Pilgrin Fellowship, an organi~
zation for youth

The Missionary Fund contributes to paying the salary of the minister of
Pilgrim Father's Memorial Church in London, England, known as the Mother Church
of Congregationalism; to the .\hmednezar School of Theology in India; to Piedmont
College in Georgia; to .inatolia College in Greece; to the leader of the Travancore
Church Council in South India; to a missionary to Tibetans in Darjeling; to
Chinese Christian Refugees in Hong Kong and Formosa; to "Operation Sparkplug" in
the Kingdon of Jordan,

The Pastoral Relations service infoms churches of the availability of
ninisters, It has assisted L0 churches in se-uring ministers. It has 107
ministers on its available roster, nost of whcn are young or niddle-aged. i
Congregational Center for Graduate Studies is being established.

Tts Pilgrin Fellowship operated six surmer canps this year. There.were two
pilgrinages to England and Greece, The group going to England worked with
British youths in Southwark Church, oldest Congregational Cht.u'c)} in the world,
The group going to Greece built a youth room for the church m_ulexandmuporg.;:.
Another group engaged in a work project at Piednont College. ‘.r.lother p:L'Lgil ge
is planned in 1962 to Rotterdam for the International Congregational Council,

Minnesota churches now members of the National Association are Plz‘nout.:h Con=
gregational of Minneapolis and People:s of Bayport. Colon:!.al Church ?atmion
has joined neither the United Church of Christ nor the National Associ °













May 2 the following resolution
S UWnanimously adopted:

"It is proposed that the Church Council appoint a committee to study the
alternative courses open to Pilgrim Church with respect to associations or
affiliations with other churches for the Purpose of furthe

effort or other works that may be more effectivaly accomplishe
tive effort among churches,

L S Proposed that this Study Committee undertake to determine the various
forms of associations that may be had with other churches; the aims, objec-
tives and governing roles of each form of association; the financial ang other
obligations of membership or affiliation; and any other pertinent information

ng the various alternative choices of association, affiliation or
other involvemen .

i i d of Trustees,
"It is further proposed that the Minister, Ghairman of the Boar of
Chairman of the Board of Deacons, and Chairman of the Board of Chr}stlan gu-
cation serve on this committee and £ill out the remaining membersga.p by selec-
tion of Trepresentative individual members of the church at large.

members of the committee designated in the last paragraph of the re-

four ¢
solutgr? have met and selected eleven additional members to serve on:hm:n;.t;:::
Members of the committee are: Bruce Buchanan, Howard Clarke._Mrs. G. .ton Noz"man
Josiah Fuller, Mrs, F, C. Jacobson, Mrs. I. L. Karlstad, Ellis Living; J, il
Moberg, Roy Hoore, J. E. Montague, R. H. Neimeyer, Dr. E. I.dPta;x'sogI,.v e'on'the i
chik, Jr., Douglas Walker. All of those selec“ted have agreed to :.h i
mittee. The first meeting of this committee will be held at the
May 31, at which time they will elect a chairman.

CHES
VOTING OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHUR
ON THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED CHURCH

Qe
There are frequent inquiries concerning the progress ofbvotinsr:y Conﬁ.'heg
tional Christian Churches on the constitution. The f%g:r;:y 1elow1. e vomting by
latest detailed report available. This report was date

churches will continue until June 1.

[Churches | # churches | Voting Vo;:.m % V;::ng
Size of Church voting voting yes 7

1000 or more (228) 179 78.5% 168 " 23-9!
500 - 999  (518) e 66.4% 3| 13
250 - 499  (990) 668 67.5% 648 20
100 - 249 (1,671) M5 56.5% 883

50 - 99 (1,022) | ¢ u8. 13 40
Tor less (1,071) 26.5% :
Total  (5,500) 54










REPORT OF THE CHURGH COUNCIL

The Church Council consists of the Minister as chairman, the Associate Minister,
the Clerk, the Treasurer, the Deacons, the Trustees, the Board of Christian Educa-
tion, the chairmen of standing committees, and the heads of auxiliary organizations,.
In all there are 50 members and 20 members are required for a quorum.

Three regular meetings were held during the year on March 7, May 2 and October
2. A special meeting was held January 10, 1962 to receive the report of the Study
Committee appointed at the regular meeting, May 2,

At the May 2 meeting the following motion presented by Mr. Roy Moore and
amended in part by the Council was unanimously adopted:

"It is proposed that the Church Council appoint a committee to study
the alternative courses open to Pilgrim Church with respect to associations
or affiliations with other churches for the purpose of furthering the missions
effort or other works that may be more effectively accomplished by cooperative
effort among churches.

"It is proposed that this Study Committee undertake to determine the
various forms of associations that may be had with other churches; the aims,
objectives and governing roles of each form of association; the financial and
other obligations of membership or affiliation; and any other pertinent inform-
ation concerning the various alternative choices of association, affiliation or
other involvement,

"It is further proposed that the Study Committee prepare and submit a
report of such study to the fall meeting of the Church Council, which report
may be considered as the basis for a recommendation by the Council to the
church membership as to a course of action, if any, for Pilgrim Church to
follow in this regard.

"It is further proposed that the Minister, chairman of the Board of
Trustees, chairman of the Board of Deacons and chairman of the Bo§rd of
Christian Education serve on this committee and fill out the remaining mel*li—
bership by selection of representative individual members of the church a

large,"

The members named in the motion met and completed the membership of the com-
mittee as follows: Bruce Buchanan, Howard Clarke, Mrs. G. A, Dinham, Mrs. g{ggel:‘h
Fuller, Mrs., F. C, Jacobson, Mrs. I. L. Karlstad, Ellis Livmgswn'.]“ms'ﬁril‘chik g;
James E, Montague, Roy Moorc, R. H, Neimeyer, Dr. E. I. Parson, T. Py Ka;-lst;a
Douglas Walker, and Dr. Halfaker. Dr. Parson was elected chairman a rs.

secretary.

The report of the Study Committee as it was received at the special meeting
of the Council Jamuary 10 follows.







Report of Sub-committee 1 assigned to consider:

"1) To affiliate with the United Church of Christ
not to approve the constitution,"

» €ven though we hag voted

The sub-committee has met to study this alternative on three occasions, the
most recent being in December, 1961, The following report is then offered for
consideration by the Comittee-of-the-whole.

A restless dissatisfaction in the ineffectiveness of sectarian divisions
within Protestant Christianity has manifested itself in the ecumenical movement,
The recent meeting of the World Council of Churches, in India, has again pointed
world wide Christendom in this direction. The United Church of Christ manifests

an extension of the basic fellowship and free church polity of Congregationalism
to include the former Evangelical and Reformed Churches,

The United Church of Christ, formed June 29, 1957 by the union of the Evan-
gelical and Reformed Churches and the General Council of the Congregational
Christian Churches of the United States, became a functional entity

Synods of the Evangelical
gational Christian Churches voting, and of the total Synods or Churches of each
denomination, The avowed purpose of this union was "to express more fully the
oneness in Christ of the churches composing it, to make more effective their common
witness in Him, and to serve His Kingdom in the world,"

The structure of this union "is composed of local churches, Associations, Cone
ferences and the General Synod." The basic unit of the life and organization of
the United Church of Christ is the local church, the autonomy of which has been
constitutionally guaranteed in paragraph 21 "as inherent and modifiable only by
its own action,"

A description of the Associations, Conferences and the General.Synod to which
the local church is related is stated in the constitution of the United Cl.mrch of
Christ. This has been made available to all members of Pilgrim ?ongmgatlonal
Church and does not require reiteration in this report. The officers of the United
Church of Christ are delineated in Article 3 of the constitution of the United
Church of Christ, The instrumentalities through which the local church may ca!j:;y
out its local and world wide missions continue through the same ones emplogd Mo
the past, enlarged and enriched by the newly associated churches. The loc ‘ciched
will thus have a greater mission, founded in an honorable past and w%th a:d egirth‘ .
heritage, Thus, expansion of its mission on a wider horu_;on may go grwhi R
increasing force, in accordance with the words of a Pilgrm"founder» o °
"God hath yet more light to break forth from His Holy Word,

Following is a list of these instrumentalities:

Board for World Ministries

Board for Homeland Ministries

Council for Higher Education

Council for Health and Welfare Services
Council for Christian Social Action
Council for Church and Ministry
Council for Lay Life and Work

Office of Communication

Stewardship Council

g e
Council Committees, Their membership composition and functions ; 7
constitution and by-laws of the United Church of Christ. ;

These instrumentalities are counterparts of exis
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Although Pilgrin Church voted in 1948 that it would

Gﬁner;";l Coux}cil proceed with the nerger with the Evangelical and Reformeq
Churc _and in Decenber ! 1 to approve the Proposed constitution of
the.UnJ_tcd Church of Christ and thereby become 3 part of the United Church by
Chl.“lst, the altemative ig nevertheless open to the church to become 5 artoof thi
United Church of Christ at any tine it votes Specifically to do this ghe lettere
sent to all members of the church in Decenber, 1960 accompanying the.ballots
pointed out: "If the vote of Pilgrin i the question of
whether Pilgrim Church should join the [ns i r what its future
course should be > hay be brought up at i

prefer not 4o geg the

2Ty to it; nor shall be
any Conference or
Association, now or at any future time, the power to abridge or inpair
the autonomy of any local church in the nanagenent of its owm affajrs,
which affairs include, but are not linited to, the right to retain or
adopt its owm nethods of organizaticn, wrship and education; to
retain or secure i ;i d name; to adopt its own constitution
and by-laws; ;i i ‘M covenants and confessions of faith;
to admit memb in i to provide for their discipline
i pastor or pastors by such procedure
¥m, manage and dispose of property
ts own benevolences; and to withdraw by its
the United Church of Christ at any time without
ownership or control of any real or personal property

owned by it,"

i i i t any
ch to"withdraw by i United Church of Chr:.st at <
tine without forfeiture of ovmership or control of any real or personal property

owned by it "




Report of Sub-committee 2 assigned to consider;

P in the Duluth Association ang the
Conference on a voluntary basis,®

ffect of continuing our present affiliations
without taking any formal action to either sever these affiliations op join the
United Church,

Pilgrim Church is presently a member of th
tional Churches and Ministers, i
Conference of Minnesota and the
Churches, Although the General Council has now delegated most of its functions
to the General Synod of the Uniteqd Church, it nevertheless continues to perform
certain important functions ang provides a continuing fellowship for GWM SN St
tional Churches, ¥ &

ss the Church takes
If it is decided to continue our present affiliation, no further action
be taken,

nwi_'Llinnowayresultin
in the United Church can
ch. Provision has been

ssity of membe
provides as follows:

Church of Christ may,
admit, or continue in fellow-
local church which is not part

of the United Church of Christ. The names and statistics of such
be kept separately; their members shall not be counted
gates which the Conference is en-
the General Synod; nor shall any member of such a
to the General Synod or hold elective office in
‘ ire ( :

O DV

ociatio shall be con-
e United Church of Christ,"




Report of Sub~committee 3.

among the possible courses of action open to the church sugges
Study Committee for ccnsideration was the following: T

3} To aff_iliate With_the National issociation of Congregational Churches,
which is an organization resulting from a cambination of three groups
which opposed the merger several years ago,"

Thether Pilgrim Congregational Church of Duluth should affiliate with the
National .ssociation of Congregational Christian Churches would seen to depend,
in the lest analysis, on: what is its nenbers! concept of Congregationalism?
and how strong is their desire to preserve it? People beccme members of a church
for varying reasons. Many have doubtless Jjoined Pilgrin Conzregationzl Church of
Duluth with little, if any, concern as to Just what Congregationalism means, Tt

is to be assumed, however, that many are members because they have a reasonab R b

understanding of the nmeaning of Congregation=lism and consciously have chosen it
as their desired fem of church organization, To such people, that which repre~
sents and preserves what has been termed "the Congregational way" is desirable,
while that which does not, or is suspected of not doing so, is to be opposed,

It should not be the purpose of this report to define Congregationalism,
although some understanding of the tem is essential to a conclusion on the
question of what this church should do. It is cencugh to say that the reported
study of the Committee on Free Church Polity and Unity, constituted by the
General Council and published in 195k, used this quote in defining Congregational

pelitys:

"Congregationalism is that systen of church organization which recog=~
nizes the equal rights of all believers, the independence and autonorty
of the local church, and the association of the churches through volun-
tary organizations devised for fellowship and cooperation, but without
ecclesiastical authority,"

It is not the province of this report to categorically state whether f.h§ United
Church of Christ does, or does not, incorporate and safeguard Ccmgregatmml_im.
It is sufficient to say that while many doubt that it does, none seenm to question
that the Natiocnal lLssociation of Congregational Christian esent :

Congregationalism as we have known and understood it. 1 3 tl ason
then, it represents a fellowship deserving of our earnest conside r >
naking our decision as to what to do, we seek a fellowship which is loyal to our

historic faith,
The stated purpose of the National .issociation is to provide a means by

which churches may consult and advise together as churches upon natters of common » ' i

concern without disturbing or altering their prcsent associaticns and aff

\rticle II#), Membership is by churches with cach having a vote, ard a
!gg;tmthdm)a‘b any time ’lgy its own vote without mpaimmh of iﬂbat ra
spiritual rights (.irticle III). The oificers are elected by the de
are selected by the menber churches (irticle II). Its cooperative
and activitics develop out of the study and reccrmendations of

gl



















MEMO: To the Members of Pilgrim Congregational Church

FROM: The Committee on Procedures

The material which follows is quoted from two publications of the National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches, they being a booklet published

in September, 1959 and a memorandum published in January, 1962.

THE NATURE OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

I. Background

The matter of the merger with the Evangelical and Reformed Church has long
troubled those Congregationalists who see in the proposal a danger to cherished
spiritual freedoms. While much had been said and written, no action of opposition
was taken until November 4.5, 1947, when a group of pastors and laymen gathered at
Evanston, Illinois, to form an organization called Anti-Merger. As the merger de-
bate intensified, many of the persons affiliated with Anti-Merger joined with others
in 1949 to create a new organization known as The Committee for the Continuation of

Congregational Christian Churches in the U.5.A.

The Continuation Committee did much work in organizing the opposition to the
merger, and helped in raising funds to assist the Cadman Church in its suit against
the General Council, * But as the years went by and the issues sharpened, it became
increasingly clear that mere negative opposition was not enough, An organization
of more positive nature, composed of Churches, not individuals, dedicated to basic
Congregational affirmations., was needed if the Congregational Way was to survive.

Accordingly, persons who were members of the Continuation Committee and the
League to Uphold Congregational Principles, called a meeting to consider the forma-
tion of a national fellowship of those Churches which intended to remain Congrega-
tional. This meeting was held in Detroit, Michigan, November 9 and 10, 1955. The
votn}g delegates were persons who had been elected by Churches at called Church
meejcmgs, and sent to Detroit for the éxpress purpose of forming such a fellowship,
Art:.Lcles.of Association were drawn up, incorporating the Seriptural basis of Congre-
gatlonal?.sm, reaffirming the principles of autonomy of the local Church and the
f?ll.owshlp of the Churches, stating the purposes and mechanisms of the National Asso-
ciation. These Articles were adopted and the National Association came into being,

II. Articles of Association

Preamble

trutthEth{l\i‘ zhurches.of the congregational order have historically held to certain
i 7 e'md oo h:oggdw}.uch are the freedom of
e 1 2ards; the right of the local church to self-government in all mat-
mporal and splr.itual, because of Christ's word that where two or three are
His name He is in their midst; the fellowship of the churches in

he spirit of love without compul i
creed or ecclesias%ical control, axizji.on T AL i

AS, the congregational wa re
y is one of the
sions of the inner and indiy e Bt great outer and corporate expres-

WHEREAS, the needs of our time '
demand that these time
and given national, as well ag local, expression, arsld, ot Erinaiyina e e

. conmsémﬂ: :3veance in transportation and communication is such that churches
- now as near together as the contiguous churches of yesterday,




















































WILLIAM L. HALFAKER

PFilgrim Congregational Chueely
2310 EAST FOURTH STREET
DULUTH 12, MINNESOTA

JOHN T. BERTSCH
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

MINISTER February 6, 1962

v -

..

TO THE MEMBERS OF
PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH:

By action taken at the annual meeting of its members on January 17, 1962,
it was decided that Pilgrim Congregational Church reach its decision on the
question of affiliation with the National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches by having its eligible members vote by mail. At the meeting, in
accordance with the provisions of the constitution of Pilgrim Congregational
Church, the Clerk was directed to mail on February 6, 1962, to each member of the
age of 18 or over whose name appears on its current resident membership roll, at
the address listed therein, the enclosed ballot, ballot envelope, and mailing

envelope.

The Committee on Procedures, which has previously mailed you information
on the subject, points out that the sole question put by the ballot is that of
affiliation with the National Association and that, regardless of whether a
majority of the ballots are cast for or against membership in the National Asso-
ciation, the vote at this election does not sever Pilgrim Church's present
associations and affiliations with the Duluth Association of Congregational
Churches and the Minnesota Congregational Conference. The Articles of Association

of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches provide that
churches may become members "without in any wise disturbing or altering their

present associations and affiliations.”

In order that your ballot may be counted, you must observe the following
instructions:

(1) You should mark your ballot and seal it in the enclosed
envelope marked "Ballot Envelope”. This envelope should
have no mark on it indicating your identity.

(2) The "Ballot Envelope" with the ballot enclosed should be
sealed in the enclosed envelope marked "Mailing Envelope"
which must be endorsed by your signature (handwritten,
not typed, printed or rubber-stamped) and must be mailed
or delivered to the Pilgrim Congregational Church office
S0 as to be received at the church office by %#:00 P.M. on

Tuesday, February 20, 1962.
Immediately after 4:00 P.M. on February 20, 1962, the ballots will be opened

and the vote canvassed under the direction of the Clerk and the result of the
balloting will be declared and recorded. Any such member of Pilgrim Church may

be present when the vote is canvassed.
















