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Histories can be recitations of facts - dates, places, names. They can also
be, to some extent at least, glimpses into the lives and personalities of those

persons who help write the history. Most of us prefer the latter type, though we
cannot of course ignore the accomplishments achieved by our forebears.

With this point of view in mind, this report on the illustrious history of
Pilgrim Church will begin with the reading to you, word for word, of the letter
written by ir. L. H. Tenney extending the call to Reverend Charles C. Salter to be
Pilgrim Church’s first minister. The letter, written November 28, 1870, was on a
letterhead of "L. H. Tenney & Co., Northwestern Land Agency” - with the company
references listed as "Jay Cooke & Co.” - now there's a name famous in the history
of our country - and ®S. M. Moore, Chicago, Illinois.” The specialty of Mr. Tenney's
firm, and here is an insight into the Duluth of 90 years ago, just 14 years after
the founding of our city, is given as: #Government Lands and Outside Property.”

The letter reads:
“Our Dear Friend:

At 2 preliminary meeting of the Congregational friends this evening to
consider and decide the question of organizing a Church here, a resolution
was passed authorizing me to write to you, that unanimously as a band vwe
unite on you as our choice for Pastor, and that as soon as we have proper-
1y organized we will extend to you a formal call for one year - pledging

as salary $500, in addition to any amount the Congregational Society may
give. I think you should have $1500, or at least, that the amount is small
enough during the first year, as living will probably continue a little
higher than in older towns. I think the Society will promise $1,000 with
the understanding that we will refund a part of it if we prove able to,
during the year. Between 15 and 20 were present at the meeting - 2 ladies.
The spirit prevailing was excellent. The only hesitation seemed to be from
fear on injuring the Presbyterian Church. We appointed a committee to
arrange Constitution, Confession of Faith and Covenant, and another commit-
tee of arrangements for calling a Council and organizing. Both are to re-
port next Monday evening, Mr. Mitchell of the Duluth Tribune was present
and said a word in your favor.

Now I do trust Mr, Salter, that the way will seem clear to you to come to
us. Some of the Presbyterians feel that the movement is a wicked one and
feel bad. I regret the spirit on the part of a few very much. I doubt
about the movement being successful, at any rate healthy, unless you come.
We shzll await your response with anxiety.

Yours truly,

L. H. Tenney.”

' One comment that could be made is, Mr. Salter must have deserved the esteem

at is still held for him - many men would not be able to bear the thought that

o Presbyterians might think our movement is a wicked ono.” Be that &s it may,
the letter is a moving one in its way, particularly when you consider that it

7idences the beginning of an organization that still plays such a vital role in







.

of the church treasurcr is illuminating - total receipts for the year were $7,375.71,
including a $8.50 balance on hand at the beginning of the year. After expenses,
which included the Pastor's salary of $2,200, music for the Church choir of $1235.60
and interest charges of $1295.88 (the second biggest item, much to the delight of
the bankers) and benevolences of $409.29, there was a balance of $17.11, a grand
total gain for the year of $8.61. The church more than doubled its worth! The full
story about the Benevolences of the year isn't told by the figure of $409.29 given
through the Treasurer; in addition, other gifts making for a total of $4008,94 were
given, a truly fine record, particularly when you consider the operating expenses
were under $7,400,

Some excerpts from the early minutes of the Ladies® Aid Socicty are equally
illuminating:

1878: 7It also appeared that the ladies had raised $229.25 which had been
largely used to pay off the-church debt.”

1882: *Church repaired and heated by furnace and reseated. Bills to be
paid by the ladies' special efforts.”

1885: “The Ladies' Aid Society were granted the privilege of supplying
the parsonage with water pipes, etc.”™

Mr. Noyes served the church for 11 years, until 1894; they were years of sub-
stantial growth, years of building traditions, years of stimulation, consolidation,
and spiritual strength. In 1894, Reverend Cornelius Patton was called. Under his
leadership the church became most interested in missionary work., MVr., Patton later

became Secretary of the American Board, a position of high distinction and import- 'g..
ance, and while holding that position, his influence played a large part in estab= -
lishing Reverend Herbert M. Irvin as our church’s first missionary pastor, a work W

that was later to be so successfully conducted by our beloved Ray Phillips.

In 1899, another giant appearcd - the Reverend Alexander Milne. He stayed .
with us 12 years, until 1911, the longest period of service by any minister in our
history. To quote an earlier history report, Mr., Milne was "a man of exceptional
attaimments, a profound student and a forceful speaker,” During his pastorate, the
church mortgage was paid off, the First Strect parsonage was purchased, and the
support of the missionary work of Mr, Irvin was started. Zven more important, during
these years the church gained in spiritual strength, enough to weather the days soon

to come when we didn't have a home for worship while our present building was teing
constructed.

Some material from the church bulletin of July 14, 1912 can lend some light in-
to the life of the church after Mr. Milne left and before his successor arrived.
There was this special notice in this bulletin:

"The Women’s Missionary Society aims to raise through the women of the church
the entire 30 per cent of the church apportionment which will be sent to the
Women's Home and Foreign Statc Bomrds. This can only be accomplished when
every woman in the church gives something, Small contributions are especially
desired from those who have not as yet pledged. These small amounts if given

by everyonc will easily make up the sum total as may be seen by the following
tentative schedule:

25 women giving 1 cent per weck . . . $13.00
3*“5“‘1::; 2 cents per week . . . 26,00

vomen giving 5 cents per weck . . . 104,00
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Gordon Hegardt, Claude Haney, Laird Goodman, Kilmer B ley, Howard Cant Dr.

Arthur Laird, Russell Holgate, Ralph Knowlton, Gordonaghit:eside, pPlus n;m mary
others too numerous to mention. How many of these names re-appear on soldier and
sailor lists just 25 years later. Also included in the Messenger is a long lettor
from Wildey Mitchell, There is one quote from a letter from Howard Cant that you'1l
like; he was writing from a Texas camp on a particularly torrid day: "In this
weather if you sit perfectly still you drip, and if you wiggle your finger therec

is a cloud-burst.” Also included in this Paper is an account of the death of Miss

Faith Helen Rogers, who, like her cousin Ruth Alta Rogers, was Pilgrim Church's
organist and choir director, and who, also like her cousin,

most beloved members; Miss Rogers had entered the service X
musically to the soldiers, She lost her life after being t

In the following years, the church continued to grow and presper. In 1919,
52 members were received at one time, which may stand an all-time record, That
Same year, lMr. Thorp resigned and Reverend Noble S. Elderkin started his pastorate
in 1920. He was here for 10 years, and a very significant period this was, toos
We had our new building, but Dr. Elderkin, cndearing himself to onc and all, pro-
vided the kind of leadership that has enabled us in subsequent years to become one
of the most vital religious forces in our entire area, So many people, still meme
bers of our church, remember Dr, Elderkin with great affection, but even more impor-
tant, they recognize that he did in the 1920°s what Mr. Noycs did in the #880's and
early 1890's - pull us all together into a group of profound spiritual strength,

In the early 1930's, Reverend T. K. Vogler was our minister for 4% years, and
then in 1937 Reverend T. C. McQueen joined us. It was during his ministry that so
much work was donc in inter-church relations, particularly with neighboring Catholic
and Jewish congregations, It is fine to see this year a resumption of that work

when the men of Temple Emanucl were the guests of our Men’s Club at a regular meet-
ing last November,

In 1945, Reverend John M, Phillips assumed his duties, and in 1952, November,
our present and beloved Reverend William Halfaker joined us. Under all these men,
the church has grown in financial strength, in the numbers of our members, but most
important in our service to ourselves, to our community, to our nation, to our
world, and to our God., Under Dr, Halfaker's leadership, we have done much in the
repair of our building and, more significantly, in the remodelling and additions for
the greater expansion and effectivencss of our Christian Education progran, A!.so,
towards this end, we welcomed in 1959 Reverend John Bertsch as our Associate Minis=
ter to take charge of this program, and alrcady we see new vitality, new stimulation
in the life of our children's education. We have done this on a pay-as-you-go
basis, while all the time becoming more and more conscious of our ob}igations toward
the Benevolence programs we support with such good spirit. Our subsidiary organiza-
tions grow and prosper. Our members continue to act many leading roles in the af-
fairs of our City and State. Our music is magnificent and can best be summed upbby
Dr. Harmon Bro's comment of ten days ago: "Their music is such that this wouldt e
a cathedral even though it werc a warchouse.” It seams a shame to.give a x'eporth
like this devoted mainly to the efforts of our ministers, vitally important as few
are and have been; it would be completely appropriate to name so many hundreg: of o
men and women who have taught all of us truly, what is a Christian. We see the a:
of fine people anongst those in thoir waning yocars, we see the fices of ﬁnem
~ Jjust star out on the glorious adventure of life. Woareateam.inth:dmand

~ sensc of that word, We long ago became of age - but, while gaining the “:i.on of tho
Spiritual strength of the old, we have not lost the vigor and lovo-for-ac




