














Lake Avenue and Second Street
Erected 1887 and 1888

church services a vote was taken and it was decided that “This church
shall continue.” During this period the church was obliged to accept
aid from the Home Missionary Society and there were several changes
in the pastorate. In 1881, however, the church again became self sup-
porting. A parsonage adjoining the church was built in 1882.

It is evident that a strong faith in Congregationalism and its place
in the future of this community upheld this little band of workers during
these trying years. This faith and its fruit, self sacrifice, must ever be
counted by their successors as a priceless heritage.

It was to such a church that the Rev. Edward M. Noyes was called
in the month of September, 1883. In him the church found a leader
whose youth, enthusiasm and energy made him peculiarly fitted to carry
on the work thus begun. It was soon evident that the small chapel was
no longer adequate to the needs of the growing church and at the
annual meeting of the church held January 11, 1887, it was voted to
“erect a church building, beginning within a year, to cost not more than
the amount subscribed.” On February 3, a building committee was
appointed, consisting of J. W. Norton, J. F. Patten, Roger 5. Munger,
Charles H. Clague and William S. Woodbridge and on March 17 the sale
of the old church and site was authorized. The new site, on the corner
of Lake Avenue and Second Street, had already been chosen. The
building on this site was begun in May, 1887, and the exterior was
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REV. CORNELIUS H. PATTON,
Pastor from February 10, 1895, to August 22, 1898

finished in November of that year. On Sunday, November 27, the
building was burned. Aside from the financial loss, this caused a delay
in the completion of the building, and the first services were not held
until early in 1889. The total cost of the site, building and furnishings
was $55,828.33.

In 1890 the church received more new members than in any other
year in its first quarter century. Duluth was growing rapidly in those
days and the impress of Pilgrim Church upon the life of the community
cannot be measured. This was a period of distress similar to the recent
influenza epidemic and many Pilgrim homes were desolated by the
ravages of typhoid due to impure water supply. The pastor’s daughter,
Alice, died in Duluth, and later Mrs. Noyes, who seemed at first to have
recov'erecl, died in her childhood home where she had gone after her
ﬁf&t illness. Mrs. Noyes’ radiance and youth’ will always be a part of
Pilgrim Church. She established the first kindergarten in the city and
the women of the church carried it on after her death until the board of
education took up the work.

A A site for a Cor}gregationa] Church in the East End—at Nineteenth
Cze“xﬁ East and Fu‘st Street—was purchased in 1893 and “Morley
uch" was organized. Regular services were held there for several

years. Later the pr t : .
o thie Endion Mgh?:%?:tyc‘f;i:}?,ld to the Methodists and is now known

fizi c::;r’h‘lyl; 1894, M"- Noyes' health made it imperative that he resign

Sarate ofgteh erl: and in September of that year he left to take the pas-
X lle church at Newton Centre, Mass., where he still serves.

N. J., ancc;1 in‘?’b extended to the Rev. Cornelius H. Patton of Westfield,
Under D ebruary, 1895, he assumed the duties of pastor.

b andei"nﬂ‘:;iaetton_rahpastorate the church continued to grow in num-

junior society of Cim The members of his classes of young people, the

ristian Endeavor, many of whom are now active an
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REV. ALEXANDER MILNE,
Pastor from July 10, 1899, to December 20, FF

., remember him with deep afft.:cti?n.
Always interested in missions his missionary sermons were an inspiration
and aroused the church to larger undertakings. It was largely through
his influence, when later he became Secretary of the American Board,
that the Rev. Herbert M. Irwin became missionary pastor of this church.
Under this relationship, extending over a period of nearly fifteen years,
the church has been in close touch with missionary work in Turkey,
where Mr. and Mrs. Irwin have been stationed.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the church was celebrated in the
pastorate of Dr. Patton, January, 1896. The general committee con-
sisted of W. S. Woodbridge, chairman, Ward Ames, Judge S. F. White,
Mrs. W. A. McGonagle, Miss Louise Noyes and the pastor. M. W. Bates
was chairman of the committee on invitations. Mr. Woodbridge gave
an address relating many incidents in the history of the church. Dr.
Salter and Mr. Noyes were present on the occasion. Introducing Mr.
Noyes, Dr. Patton said: A physician always remembers his first
patient—if his patient lives. Mr. Noyes has returned to find his patient
not only living but lively."” The sepia portrait of Dr. Salter, by David
Erickson, which now hangs in the Sunday School room, was exhibited
for the first time. It was not long after this that Dr. Salter died, Decem-
ber 19, 1897. Dr. Patton resigned his pastorate August 22, 1898, to
accept a larger work in St. Louis, Mo.

The Rev. Alexander Milne of Columbus, Ohio, was called and
began his pastorate July 10, 1899. He was a man of exceptional attain-
ments, a profound student and a forceful preacher. During his pas-
torate, the longest in the history of the church, the $15,000 mortgage
on the Lake Avenue property was paid, the parsonage (Manse) on East
First Street was purchased and the church assumed the support of the
Rev. Herbert M. Irwin as missionary pastor on the foreign field. He
or_gamzed the Men's Brotherhood, of which the first president was W. 1.
Prince. He was active and influential in the Congregational organiza-
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REV. CHARLES N. THORP,
Pastor from October 13, 1912, to October 20, 1919

tions of the state and as trustee of Carleton College brought about a
closer relationship between that institution and the Congregational
churches in Northern Minnesota.

On account of failing health he resigned his pastorate December
%(2), 1911. His death occurred at Tryon, North Carolina, September
1912,

Mrs. Milne, whose never failing energy put new life into every
department of the church, made Duluth her home for several years after
the death of her husband, when she moved to Columbus, Ohio, where
after a brief illness, she died November 5, 1920.

A call was extended to the Rev. Charles N. Thorp of Chelsea, Mass.,
and on October 13, 1912, he began his ministry.

Before that ministry ended Pilgrim Church had entered upon a
new era in its history. Mr. Thorp's remarkable executive ability, his
broad vision, his great genius for friendship, made this new era possible.

The growth in population and the movement of a large number
of members from the central part of the city to the outlying residen-
tial district, particularly to the East End, created a new condition and
a new problem for the church. The down town section being ade-
quately provided with other strong, aggressive churches it seemed

advisable that Pilgrim Church secure a location for a new building in
the eastern part of the city.

" I;: his first annual report, January, 1913, Mr. Thorp recommended
‘ .a‘;'t ?._Ighurch elec? a committee to secure a site in the East End. He
said: he easy thing would be to stay down town and hold the fort

until t(l;e ammPni‘tion is exhausted. The heroic thing is to occupy higher
ground and win in the end larger things.”

A site for a new buildi i
ng was purchased at Twenty-third Ave-
nue East and Fourth Street and in March, 1915, a building committee

8




AUDITORIUM AND PARISH HOUSE
Twenty-third Avenue East and Fourth Street

Erected 1916 and 1917

FIRST FLOOR PLAN SECOND FLOOR PLAN

First Floor—Auditorium and Sunday School Rooms
Second Floor—Galleries and Class Rooms
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city and to accomplish this it iy
location. "
“The same spirit of indivi

of the community that has char:
all its history has enabled this
light of the history and achievemer
with a realization o the work of F \
supreme confidence in her future, ne . .

The box deposited in the corner stone of the new church edifice

contains the following:

Bible.

Address list of members of Pilgrim Church.

Bound volume of Bulletins January 24, 1915, to January 23, 1916.
Bulletins from January 30, 1916, to October 15, 1916.

Picture of Dr. C. C. Salter, first pastor of Pilgrim Church.
Report of Ladies’ Union made at annual meeting Jan. 18, 1916.
Report of Friends in Council made at annual meeting Jan. 18, 1916.
Sample “‘share” toward building fund.

Views in Duluth.
Photograph of Pilgrim Church, Lake Avenue and Second Street.

Congregationalist, October 12.
Advance, October 12.

Duluth Evening Herald, October 19.
Duluth News Tribune, October 20.

List of donors to new Church Building.
United States flag.

On Christmas Sunday, December 23, 1917, the church was dedi-
cated, free from debt. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Presi-
dent Donald J. Cowling, D. D., of Carleton College. The Rev. Everett 5
Lesher, Superintendent of Minnesota Congregational Conference, :
assisted in the services. Dedicatory exercises by the Sunday School were
held and a program of songs, music and recitations was carried out by
the various departments.

The Ames Memorial Organ, with its echo organ and chimes, pre- .
sented to Pilgrim Church as a memorial to Ward Ames, Sr., by members
of his family, was dedicated Wednesday evening, January 16, 1918.

Charles M. Courboin was the organist on that occasion.

The cost of the building including site, parish house, furnishings
and mf:morial organ, was $157,016.08. The value of a church, how-
ever, lies not in the dollars and cents invested but in its service to the
community and the hope of its builders is that it shall increasingly be
used as a community center.

The n"lembership continued steadily to grow after the new home
was occupied. On May 4th, 1919 fifty-two members were received,
twenty-seven by profession of faith and twenty-five by letter, the largest i
single accession in the history of the church to that time. '

On October 20, 1919, Mr. Thorp resigned to take a pastorate at
Holyoh':e, Mass.,, and on September 15, 1920, the Rev. Noble L
Elderkin, D. D., of Chicago, began his pastorate.

. Under the leadership of Dr. Elderkin, Pilgrim Church now enters
:t:r sectond half century. From a record of ﬁ_fty years of service, it
ns to new responsibilities in a larger field with faith and confidence.
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REV. NOBLE S. ELDERKIN,
Pastorate began September 15, 1920

—

Pastors of Pilgrim Church

Rev. C. C. Sa]ter,'D. | | AR O January 18, 1871, to April 11,
Rev. C. A. Conant.............: oy o 0 June 15, 1876, to August 27,
Rev. E. C. Ingalls......................__.. August 27, 1878, to July 17
Rev. M. M. Tracy......cccceveeeneao. October 28, 1879, to January ki,
Rev. C.'C, Salter, D. D.._. ... May 1, 1881, to November 28,
Rev. J. W. Hargrave_.............................. June 1, 1882, to June 1,
Rev. Edward M. Noyeg ........ September 1, 1883, to September 10,
Rev. Cornelius H. Patton, D. D__February 10, 1895, to August 22,
Rev. Alexander Milne ... . July 10, 1899, to December 20,
Rev. Charles N. Thorp................ October 13, 1912 to October 20,
Rev. Noble S. Elderkin, D. D., September 15, 1920.
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1876
1878
1879
1881
1881
1883
1894
1898 1
1911
1919




Arthur

Willis G. Peck
C. W. Harvey .
C. H. Clague

Francis A. Richardson..

E. G. Chapman ........
C. A. Field ........... =
William W. McMillan ........ 1892—
J. F. Patten .ooooomeeeaeaconeeoes .1892—1893
Theron H. Hawkes ........... £ 1893—1913
Charles Hurd .. sl et et January to June 1895
C. €. AMES...oo.ooonmsisinie it m s R ot SR June, 1895—1899
Albert BaldWin o —epiene sttt e i Syt 1897—
Elmer W. Matter_...... 1914
Charles A. Smith _...1904—1909
A G SO i e e R ..1910—1917
L B, Paulll . oo o e B e e s S 1911—1917
Eidwin D; Field il R Tt e 1912—
Cotge A, GIEY..miuimmenree it e 1915—
T I R 1915—
Fo 1 .G TP et A 1915—
Chatles Go Dot .o e e e 1917—
Bert C, Wade o hooiem i e e e e i 1918—
George Spencer 1871
J. L. DUmOnt..c..ooecnecssssssmmmamarssasasasasanasasasessmasescess 1872
Thiomas THIVEL ..o i e o B 1873
Charles A. EVETeth.. .....cr ooesemcsuzsemrssstssomsssusssmenodonssesassss 1874—1875
o O & P s S ——— RS 1876
G, B, WIOREEY - oo oormsiomaershiie s hsn s ietedntnn ettt s 1876—1877
Lizsie M Olousted......oocoooocicmwsmennsanosinmesmressmasamine s e s 1877
William S. Woodbridge 1878—1879
Charles G, Miller. ... .-cseosiomocsamsmsentoneain tactoudemsinonsosmnanntd 1880
Frances P. Woodbridge 1881
A, H. Foster......cccccmmumeammonnnescss 1882—1887
J. W, Miller.....cococamememenzanescemesasamnmsaasasenssnzensonass 1887—1889
Stephen L. Selden ..1889—1890
J. M. Anderson.......ccccoeseemesiecmmmesmsnsassasesmsnmameasaseess ..1890—1893
T 8 Ao .. oo .. - ocomsnmnssmaronnsemsmmnp meRapoaem i wn AR SRR = 1893—1895
S e I T N SR 1895—1896
Alfred W Fick. ... oo meeanimsonnnssratsasepsosamzranasbassaninzissemmsstaocs 1896—1897
C. J. TUIRET .ooeoceeeciecucncamnnnnsessamceseamamasssamsasasasasanensasasasassss 1897—1900
Alfred W. FricK......coooevicresumssomsesesssnmmsmsssnsssesasmannmmssnsszassses 1900—1901
gt - TP T S S e R I T T 1901—1902
J. M. OIdham......occcoomiamrsmenmsmrsmenmascsemesmsnsansasaasaansnsansansassse 1902—1905
F. B L etoy. . iooniimmirbmincsinornnss 1905—1908
E. G. Chapman../....cccccoeeennnae 1908—1910
1910—

Brewer Mattocks, Jr






FAITH HELEN ROGERS AT THE AMES MEMORIAL ORGAN

Pilgrim Organists

A Steere and Turner organ was installed in the Lake Avenue
church when it was built in 1889. The first organist was Mrs. C. H.
Clague of the Oberlin Conservatory of Music.

Other organists have been Mrs. John Loman, Mr. Arthur W.
Drake, Mrs. J. N. McKindley, Mrs. C. E. Mandelert, Mrs. Euphemia Jack
Miller, Mrs. W. S. Wingate, Miss Carlotta Simonds, Mrs. Louis Dwor-
shak, Miss Perlina Allen, Miss Ruth Geddes, Miss Louella Gleason, Miss
Faith Helen Rogers, Miss Ruth Alta Rogers.

The builders of the Ames Memorial organ in the Fourth Street
church, J. W. Steere & Son, are the successors of Steere & Turner. This
instrument is a four manual organ, comprising great swell, choir, pedal
and echo organ divisions, including cathedyal .chimes, and cost $12,500:

Miss Faith Helen Rogers, who had been choir director and organist
of the church since September 19, 1909, presided at the organ on
dedication Sunday, December 23, 1917. Miss Rogers was a gifted and
brilliant organist and much beloved by Pilgrim Church. In November,
1918, she sailed for France commissioned for recreational Y. M. C. A.
work. She was taken ill and died on board ship. The burial was in
Bordeaux and in 1920 her body was brought to Superior where funeral
services were held on November the first.

Her efﬁcient_leadership of the chorus, her brilliant execution on the
organ, her dawning genius as a composer were fully appreciated by

Pilgrim Church and her years of enthusiastic service are a cherished
memory.
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REV. HERBERT M. IRWIN,

Missionary Pastor, Talas, Cesarea, Turkey

Pilgrim Church has been from the first a missionary church.
“Systematic benevolences” were adopted in 1872. The first amount
contributed of which there is a record is $125 for the year 1874.

Since the “‘apportionment plan” was adopted in 1913, the church
has never failed to give its quota toward the state percentage of the
national fund. In 1920 the apportionment was $3500. This sum was
used over a wide field. In the foreign work, according to the latest
figures, 711 missionaries (with 977 native laborers) have been sup-
ported in Africa, Turkey, the Balkans, India and Ceylon, China, Japan,
Micronesia, the Philippines and Papal Lands, by Congregationalists.
There were 89,668 communicants in the churches established in these
fields, by Congregationalists, and the natives contributed $459,762.

The Home percentage supported missions among the Negroes, the
Indians, the Chinese and Japanese, the Mountain Whites, as well as
missions in the American Island possessions. In addition to these, the
Home funds were used for ministers’ pensions, for church buildings on
the frontiers, for assistance given to new churches (such as Pilgrim

herself had in the beginning), for the establishment of Sunday Schools
and for educational purposes.

Pilgrim Church also subscribed $6500 in 1920 to the Congrega:+
tional World Movement.
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onger. But the aut
1h:grelief work we had been :
break between America and ey, the g r
so completely that we too had to come to i

“At this time all Americans were permitted
because of our nationality we were compelled to 1
armistice. During that year and a half | was engag
the Treasury of the Board and the remainder teaching in
and Robert Colleges. . .

“For about three years before the close of the war we had been
carrying on relief work for the unfortunate Armenians. But after the
armistice the greater Armenian relief work began. The missionaries,
on account of their knowledge of the languages and customs of the
country naturally were called upon to head up this work in their several
stations. My being on the ground enabled me to proceed into the in-
terior with the first party of relief workers, and get this work started
in Ceserea station before the other members of the station arrived.
After Mr. Wingate's arrival in June, 1919, we were able to come to
America on our deferred furlough. * * * #* We have been 17 =
years in Turkey, having gone out first in 1903.

“Mrs. Irwin’s particular form of service, so far as she has had time
from her family duties has been for the mothers. In a country where
so much ignorance in regard to the best principles of family life prevail
such a work is invaluable, and Mrs. Irwin has been eminently successful.

“Our station (Cesarea) is the largest individual station of the
American Board in Turkey. It covers about 370,000 square miles and
had before the war 33 outstations where we had churches and schools.
# # % # | have had teaching of various kinds from book-keeping
to theology. Also | have branched out in a new kind of work, i. e.,
clubs for boys and young men. This work, starting in a very small way,
has grown until through it we have been able to influence hundreds of
boys and young men. One of the remarkable developments is that
through the club in Cesarea and another in Marash, which I was instru-
mental in starting while teaching the Theological Seminary there. We
have been able to come in contact with hundreds of young moslems.
This work has been of sufficient importance to commend this kind of
work to the Board as one of the hopeful ways of approach to the moslem
in the period of reconstruction before us.

3
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Yours sincerely,

H. M. IRWIN.

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The_ Woman's Missionary Society owns a longer heritage than any
group w1fh.m the church. Its organization, early in 1872, is significant
of the spirit of the founders of Pilgrim. If the reason for the existence
of the church as an institution is the building of the Kingdom of God
upon earth then missionary enterprise is essential. So thought the
Pilgrim women of 1872; and in December of the same year the church

voted to "‘adopt benevolences gi " 1
: ‘ad given monthly” to the various Co -
tional societies then existing. 4 M

The early records of the woman's societ i it i
siety are brief but it is k
that Mrs. Johnathan Edwards Woodbridge was the first l;)r;si::lsentnoa‘:;z

I


















Anderson, George

" Anderson, James W.
Auld, Irving

Bagley, Kilmer
Bates, Gilbert M.
Bates, Frederick R.
Beatty, Thomas I
Burg, E. Lloyd
Cant, Howard B.
Clow, Edwin C.
DeForest, Merle G.
Duncan, Russell C.
Falk, Frank W.
Favor, Paul

Frick, Duncan W.
Friedrichsen, Carl H.
Gearhart, Edwin
Goodman, A. Laird
Gow, Alexander J.
Grawn, Dr. F. A.
Hackett, Lysle B.
Hakes, Charles I.
Hakes, Lloyd A.
Haney, Dr. Claude L.
Harbison, Eugene H.
Harbison, G. Palmer
Hart, Norton B.
Hawkes, Rollin C.
Hegardt, W. Gordon
Holgate, Russell L.

Anderson, Alexander, Jr.

Lee, John H.
McGonagle, Robert E.

- McMillan, Arthur W.

Mars, W. Philip

Mars, Robert S.
Mitchell, Wildey H.
Peterson, Towne A.
Pinneo, Frank K.
Prisk, Joseph S.
Rogers, Faith Helen*
Running, Ilif

Sanford, Dwight H.
Sanford, Wayland Hall
Savage, John A.
Scott, Lawrence 1.
Shearer, William I.
Shepherdson, ]J. Arden
Sherwood, Seymour E.
Stolz, Ralph E.
Thorp, Willard L.
Trux, J. Harris

Wade, Louis E.

Wade, Elbert S.
Walker, Shores A.
Wieland, Harold A.
Whiteside, Burton F.
Whiteside, Gordon D.
Whitmore, Munroe

Wood, Ben

#Died on ship board November 6, 1918.
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‘ 2. The regular church Pray
evening of each week, at the hour of ev
The first Wednesday evening of the
time for the monthly Concert of Prayer for M
" The Wednesday evening preceding the
Supper shall be the time for the Lecture or Prepa

3. Names of candidates for admission to
narily, be pronounced at least one week before such p
received into membership. The election of members shal
the service preparatory to the Communion.

4. All applications for letters of dismission and recommendation
shall be made in writing and filed with the Clerk, and no such letter shall
be granted by this Church upon a verbal request.

Members temporarily absent shall report themselves once in six
months to the Pastor or Clerk. Any member absent for more than one
year without satisfactory explanation therefor shall be considered an
“.bsentee’’ and so enrolled upon the record. Any absentee so remain-
ing for a period of more than two years shall be enrolled as ‘‘missing’’.

Proviso.—This rule shall in no wise be construed as absolving
either the church or absent members from their covenant obligations;
and the church may make an exception to its operation in any given
case by a special vote.

5 The Sunday School work of this church shall be conducted
under the following regulations:

a. The officers shall be a Superintendent, Assistant Superintend-
ent, Secretary and Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, Librarian and Assist-
ant Librarian. The Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent shall
be members of the church. These officers shall be elected annually, in
January, by the teachers and adult members of the School, such election
to be subject to the confirming vote of the church at its annual meeting.

b. The collections of the School for the first Sunday in each
month shall be devoted to missionary causes, the objects to be decided
by a vote of the School, and efforts shall be made to train the scholars
to systematic beneficence.

c. The teachers in the School shall be selected by a committee
lt;omposed of the Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent and the

astor.

d. The regular session of the School shall be held at the close of
;hegtmhorning service and shall not exceed one hour and a quarter in
ength.

. #6. Benevolent contributions shall be made by this church accord-
ing to the following schedule:
Amer%can Congregational Union.........cocccociomoioncomociisanensmanansnmmios
American Board Commissioners for Foreign Missions
merican Home Missionary BIOCABEY . oo enomisnsumnzsannam e emn s
Congregational Sunday School Society
New We5t Education Commission. ... ..o eamamamnnnn
merican Missionary Association
College and Education SOCIEY oo

These contributions shall ordinarily be made on the last Sabbath
of the month.,

% . . ' i
3 !n 1913 the “apportionment plan’ recommended by the National
ouncil was adopted.










