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In May 1986, Pilgrim Church was blessed with a rich

musical tradition but faced with a badly deteriorated
seventy-year-old organ. Recognizing its need for an instrument that would long retain its
integrity for worship and recitals, the church contracted with Jaeckel, Inc. of Duluth to
build 2 mechanical-action otgan in the balcony of the sanctuary. Construction began in
1987 and the installation took place between October 1987 and May 1988. The organ was
dedicated during the Sunday morning worship service on October 30, 1988 and the re-
nowned French organist Marie-Claire Alain gave the inaugural recital on November 1,
1988.

From the first time our congregation heard the Jaeckel organ, we were awe-struck with the
beauty of its sound and immediately grateful at how well it enhanced our worship. We still
feel that way today, twenty years later. And, those twenty years have been busy ones. This
exceptional, versatile instrument has led our hymn singing, accompanied our choir, pro-
vided celebration at weddings, and given solace

during memorial services. We have also enjoyed

countless concerts and recitals when accomplished |

organists from this region, across the United

States, and abroad sat at its console. Itis truly a

magnificent instrument built by a master crafts-

man.
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Many Pilgrim members, pastors, and staff helped support the building of Pilgrim’s or-
gan. Some key individuals include Ted Harwood who chaired the organ committee and
Wally Niss who served as coordinator between church and builder during the building
process.

Jesse Eschbach (Professor of Organ at the University of North Texas, Denton, Texas
and formerly on the faculty of the University of Minnesota Duluth) and Norma
Stevlingson (Professor of Organ at the University of Wisconsin-Superior and former
Pilgrim organist) served as co-consultants. Steve Motgan (former Pilgrim Music Direc-
tor and Organist) was also highly involved during the planning stages.

A major bequest from the estate of John Dalton was combined with other generous
pledges and gifts to pay for our organ.

A gift from Rev. Richard and Dorothy Nelson enabled Pilgrim Church to commission
several new compositions to celebrate the installation of the new organ. One of these
compositions was “The Small Passion” written by American composer Daniel Pink-
ham. The work was premiered by the Pilgrim Choir on March 19, 1989 and conducted
by the composer.

Pilgrim’s organ has been played in concert by many outstanding organists including;
Marie-Claire Alain, Jesse Eschbach, Norma Stevlingson, Guather Fetz, Robert
Glascow, David Craighead, Thomas Froelich, Clyde Holloway, Marie-Madeleine
Duruflé, Robert Anderson, Stephen Hamilton, Richard Heschke, James Higdon, David
Schraeder, Delbert Disselhorst, Martin James, Marie Louise Langlais, James Kibbie,
James David Christie, Olivier Latry, and Thomas Trotter.

Several organists have made compact disc recordings on our organ, including David
Schrader, Janet Hunt and James Higdon.

Our organ has been heard several times on “Pipedreams,” a weekly national radio pro-
gram that explores the art of the pipe organ. Michael Barone, host of “Pipedreams,”
has made recordings of recitals played on our organ.

P .
Pilgrim’s organ was featured in the May 1991 issue of The American Organist (the Amen-

_can Guild of Organists” monthly magazine).

is information was compiled from the Pilgrim Church Archives. Thank you to Michael
onis who gathered numerous letters, meeting minutes, reports, newspaper articles and
tal programs from the Archives.
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