





Itis so timely and such a gift that we will host Jim Wallis this Friday. More than almost any other
Christian leader today, coming out of a deeply rooted Evangelical background, he transcends the
traditional, baggage-filled polarities of liberal and conservative, right and left, to offer a richly
spiritual understanding of our call to be be involved in the public life of our country with

commitment to those values we share - in whatever partisan way we choose individually to express
those values.

A new grass roots coalition is popping up around the country as an alternative to the Christian
Coalition. It’s called the Interfaith Alliance. Wallis had a big part in its formation. I like its purpose:
it describes itself as “an inclusive, non-partisan organization, committed to promoting the positive
role of religion as a healing and constructive force in public life, providing people of all faiths with
an alternative voice to that of radical political extremists.” It concludes: “Because extremists have
claimed to be to be the only valid religious voice in public debates, we, as people of faith and
conscience, choose to respond. It is now more important than ever for us to embrace the religious
freedom and civil liberties we all enjoy. We stand as a reminder to the general public that
compassion, tolerance, and justice are at the center of our spiritual journeys.” Do those words speak
to us? Would such a group be a positive force in our city?

We at Pilgrim Church have a particular gift to offer our community in our celebration of diversity
and inclusivity. Our wrestling is not about whether God calls us to be work for justice, but how we
do it, the form it takes. How we live out our faith may seem peculiar to some, but it’s who we are -
or at least strive to be. I think of no better example than when Steve and Terese’s baby was baptized
- one parent a Pilgrim, the other a Jew: standing as witness, a Benedictine sister and as sponsors, a
Muslim and a Jew, together with this C hristian congregation. | think everyone at that service felt
good to be part of a church that lived in that spirit. Yet even as we value that openness, we're
challenged not to dilute our faith to a lowest common denominator, but allow it to discover and

explore new depths of richness and understanding as it guides and prods, comforts and strengthens,
us on our journeys.

Who speaks for God? Dare any of us be so arrogant to claim anything like a monopoly? Yet the

possibility remains - perhaps we might live in such a way that God’s love and compassion just might
be glimpsed in us, in the church we claim to be!

Yes, God’s grace does work in strange and mysterious ways - even through such clay vessels as
you and me!

Praise be to God!




