


him to dinner just to bait him into a compromising situation! You look around, and it's obvious the
"people are watching Jesus closely." 7har doesn't seem very cordial' It looks like they've put him
into the position of being their guest, where he had to accept what they represented politely. or else
appear an ill-mannered lout!

No, Jesus hardly came intending to break up a Sabbath dinner party. He too much enjoyed his
Jewish tradition of festive meals. Here, however, he found himself surrounded by hostility,
challenged by smug, self-righteous hosts who only wanted to entrap him. It was a most surprising
Sabbath dinner - this itinerant teacher invited in the first place to break bread in that upper class
home, filled with the town's elite, all suspiciously keeping a close eye on their guest.

Then who enters but another unexpected character. a poor fellow afflicted with dropsy. Now
there's an uninvited guest, even more out of place than Jesus! By all rights, he should have been
tossed right out! But before they could, an amazing thing happened: Jesus, the guest, took charge!
"I can, I will, help this man, right here in this room."

‘ However, teacher that he was. he saw another opportunity. Before he placed a healing hand on
the intruder, he challenged his hosts: "Say, my friends, this person really needs our help now. What
can we do for him? Does our Law allow us to heal him today. on the Sabbath, or not?" The icy
silence was deafening. "They would not say a thing " Why should they? They knew work on the
Sabbath was forbidden, and healing was work. No matter Jesus was helping someone. They were
only concerned that again Jesus would brazenly break sacred law. this time, of all places, in the
setting of their gracious hospitality. Now they'd have him trapped!

But Jesus had his own strategy. He appealed to their own tradition: "You say healing on the
Sabbath is a terrible sin. Now, tell me, which of you. if your son fell into a well, wouldn't
immediately pull 2im out on a Sabbath day?" Of course! If my boy fell down a well, you bet I'd be
out there pulling him out, any day of the week! After all, mercy comes first - that's part of the law,
too. Besides, my son? No question.

But Jesus wasn't through. To cinch his point, he pulled what must have been a great barb of
humor: "Well, what if your ox fell into that well on the Sabbath?" Imagine the picture: that treasured,
lumbering ox somehow stumbling over the low wall and down the well-shaft, certainly getting stuck
part way down! You can bet your last shekel that owner would have every friend in that room out
there, grunting and groaning, trying to pull his ox out of that hole! No doubt about it - mercy
includes animals as well - especially valuable ones!

Again, stony silence. They didn't see the least bit of humor in that. After all, any answer they'd give
would accept the legal truth of Jesus' claim that mercy came before the jot and tittle of Sabbath law.
They'd have to admit that Sabbath healing was not only legally tolerable, it was the right and proper
thing to do! But those folks weren't about to admit a thing: "My mind's made up - don't confuse me
with the facts!"







