


man--the man who had to de carried to anc from the pate——and he

callec out to those who passec. Jeter and John napoened to  be

passing. Thev hac probablv ocassed this man pefore——it would have

been the mar’s normal location. This time. thouch. Peter stoooed
anc iocoked intentlv at the becrar., and sucddenlv a drama unfolded.
e tole the dappcar. "Silver and oold [ co not have. 1 will pDive
vou what I do have. thouah. In the name of Jesus. stand ub ard
walk." I con't have monev. savs Peter. Sut I do have Jesus.
Jesus can make vou whole. Anc the 2ower of that truth healed the
pa=car lame From Dirth. The descriptiorne of the bdencar delivhts
me. "Jumoing w2, e stooc and henan to walik, and ne entered the
temole with them. walixing ang leaoina and agraising God. " Carn’s
vou ust see it? This man with vears of infirmitv and frailty
leas:inc adour i the temole orecincts. all astonisheo awna

lavine the feel of lecs that actually suooortec

aim. He nac a 2:ail!

The oecole around the men were also amazec and astonished. and
wondered. Thev knew the beooar who sat there every day. lame
Trom birth. This was rot a sirancer. a ringer from some unknawn
Dlace who claimed a mirac.e. This was a marn whom thev knew and
uriderstood and who it into the dav to day rhythmn of the temole
activities. find he was leapivio about and hoopinc arcund haif-
crazed with delipht.

And what better time for Peter to oreach. A sion. a miracle. a

wonder of this sort is alwavs. in the Bible. an invitation to the




witvnesses to faith anc to repentance. Ang Peter runs with it.

"Whv do vou wonder at this? WAV are vou so suprised? We didn’t

neal this man—--the aower of Jesus cdid., the one who was cvrucified

because vou cave him up to Pilate. remember him? He is the one

whe we have all aoeern waitino for with such loripinc, ©e is the

Holy and Riotheous are of Bog. And 1t is faith in his wame. in
the nrame of this Jesus of Nazareth. that has helaed the marn who

was lame ail! these vears. Faith in this name will make all

Jecople whole. And so. opecole. vou can have this too. Turn awav

From vour old ways anc out vour faith in the rame of Jesus. and

vou. too will have this kind of riew life.

Sreat sermon. He had the perfect sermon illustration. don’:t vou
think?24 11 If mv sermons had the force of that kind of miracles
s accomoanv them! Zeter said to the oeople that the name of
Jeus was theAiink setweer seobdle and Sod. The community on earth
of believers found the real and active oresence of the divine
because thev had the storv and presence of Jesus in their lives.
Decple were lifted out of their babitual life and thounht
patterns bv the power of God through the life of Christ. and tney
were never the same.

We hear simplified versicns of this storv ail of the time these
davs. Some of them bus us as much as this must have bothered the
actual witnesses. The revivalists hollar about havinp been saved
from the fires of hell bv the blood of the lamb. and thev invite

’ heard 1t on
everyone up to the altar to be saved. too. Your’ ve

. 4 ula all
. The Evanpelists of the airwaves use this simple form




of the time——believe in the nawe of Jesus

They arer’t wronoc, of course. Thev may oOe armovini. out thev

aren’t wrono. Thev are in the oreat line of tradition that beoan
with Peter arc stretches 2.1 throuoch the cernturies to this dav.

1+ is the call to come to Jesus and be new and whole and reborn.

What they are savino in simole and straichtforward wavs somet imes
rneecs more elaboration for those of us who want to understanc as
we.i as feel. What haooerns to all osecole of Taitnh. whether from
funcamen:ta..s. churches or Buaker backorounds. from the UCC or
the Wisconsin Svrnod is tnis. The oerson of faith encournters :the
civirne ivn some way. and is chanoed. It may be. for some. a wild
and cramatic revival meetint with a vellingo oreacher man thumoing
2 well used Bibie anc oouring his heart out to oeoole. But 1t
carn take all sorts of cifferent forms. as well. Some oecole
encounter God in silence. Remember the story of Elilah hearing
the still small voice on too of the mountain? That, @ too is-an
encournter with BGoco. For some it is a siowlv prowing realization
that itife without faith is emotv. For others it is an individual
that thev admire and resoect who carn help them see God at work 1in
humar life. Some iove the creation. Some fall in love with the
story of the saints thoouoh the apes. However one encounters the
living power that is more than humar imagining can create is
fine. And once touched, orne is never the same. The "how" of
findino faith is fascinating and wonderful, but it is not the
core of it all. The core is that one finds the divine at all.

And this is what Peter irvites the witresses of a very soecific




miracie to do,. de invites them to Doen their hearts to the riame

of  Jesus. because for feter, it is throuoh the power of that

riame. the witress of that lave, that he has found the divine

touch in his life. and he. for ore. will never be the same. Let

me share with vou this glorv and 1o0vV. savs FPeter.

So most of what we do as the community of faith 1s to find

wavs

to tell our storv. It 1s the same storv down deeo-—-that we have
foune life. arnd are forever motivated bv that life. The surface
details charnce for each of us. My storv would involve music and
Tirana and J0ods ant incependance and a  bit  of nysterv. = oy
arncther it mignt 2e cdeath that leads to life. for vet arnoiher
it mioht be a journey of 1ov and poodress vear after vear. There
is no wavy to oredict what it 15 that moves a oerson so much  that
thev can orcclaim the coocrness and the holiness and the wonder of

Boc.

But oroclaim it we must. Wwe take the rname of christian and we

send morev oOvVEerseas. we buiid hoscitals and form colleges. we

P

feer the Hunorv and challence the comolacent and work for  the
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children and sit with the lonelv. Wwe do whatever we can to tel

the story that has niven us life. and we co 1t all--at least in

. T z out o
this place ——in the name of Jesus. who is the face that we
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Life %that is meaninoful and worderfui and averlastint. Bmen




