


gsally is another character out of fiction who belongs to the church. Her
worship ueuzmm is spotty and, to tell the truth, that whole side of things
leaves her cold. She can't imagine what God gets out of people coming and sing-
ing hymns especially when they ging like her congregation. sally was shocked to
learn that in some churches continued membership depends on attendance at com-
munion, because she herself always avoids The Lord's Supper. The whole "ritual
side of things", as she calls it, makes no sense to her. Didn't Isaiah say that
God took no delight in solemn assemblies and that what God wanted was justice?
As for prayer and things like that, the world has too many narcissistic people
R sitting around contemplating their navels.
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:F . ;‘.{ . Bally keeps her connection with the church because she is interested in
"~ nuclear disarmament and the rights of women. She feels that the church has
.~ been woefully neglectful of both concerns. Any number of times, especially back
~ in the late sixties, she was on the point of quitting the church entirely. But
~' Sally always comes back because there are always a few people in the church who
take such concerns seriously. And even though she doesn't go in much for prayer
and worship, she feels her social concern is rooted in something deeper. She
sn't at home with atheist reformers, She takes her inspiration from Amos, John
' T Ruether and that nice young minister who got kicked out
"';'aﬂvocatlng freedom of choice on abortion.
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'zou to church every Sunday. She doesn't think much about why

if she did think about it, she would probably decide that she goes

e it is her duty. Abigail believes that people should keep the
the Ten Commandments and she has always assumed that going to.
l.ng to do with reinforcing a commitment to a lifestyle based

%et, Abigail has been feeling uneasy about church because

: churches these days have lost their dedication to morality.

day School it seemed to her that a good deal of stress was
Z ike honesty and loyalty and purity. Even in public school

l” hard to believe now, but there was a time when the story

and the cherry tree wasn't a joke. Children took it

- , she can remember that when her own father discovered that

omeone had been smoking cornsilk in his pipe, the example of George Washington
not telling a lie had something to do with her confession. ;

Abigail believes that children lack good examples today. More and more
it seems as if society is experiencing a breakdown in moral integrity. Whether
in business, government, school or family life the evidence is all around us.

- It 1s all ve vel ta . social justice, but isn't public righteousness
Ly nal morality? How often one hears of some social
redi on his movement by the revelation that he has been
_income taxes or is mixed up in vice. The church
people in basic virtues. After all, isn't that
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, h‘i.‘ Archie is the sort of all round, contemporary
oy the ecclesiastical brass. He's an active organi-
180 a deeply spiritual man who has more than once been
in's retreat. Archie believes in the social justice
ut setting this off against the inner life of faith.

n sensing the mood of the times, yet he never loses




his feeling for herita | ; ' "
. ge either. Archie is fun to take along to conventions be-
:ause he likes to have a good time and will even drink three bottles of beer
n the conference caucus suite at the end of a long day of meetings. But ;‘:
Archie always keeps things under control. He'll be back there at 7:00 A.M, to

discuss the next day's agenda.

In the best sense Archie is a devout secular Christian. He is Christian
because he is committed to God as revealed in Jesus Christ and to the community
of disciples that began with Jesus. Archie is devout because his commitment
is sincere and put to work in many practical ways. He is a man of prayer and of
conscience, Archie is secular in the original sense of that word--namely, »
having to do with "the present age," Archie lives in the here and now. He never

much troubled himself about any hereafter.

But recently Archie's sister died. Archie had dlways looked after her
quite a bit because she was younger than he and their parents died when she was
only a girl. Archie always felt that his sister was a wonderful person, but
somehow she had more than her share of trouble in life. She made a bad marriage
and after the man ran off, Archie found himself mowing her lawn, counseling her
kids, and filling out her tax forms. After one of her boys got into trouble f
his sister got hooked on tranquilizers. Then just as things were beginning to
go better, she contracted a rare illness and died at the age of thirty-seven.

well, the whole thing caught Archie up short. He never thought much
about the hereafter and he wasn't sure that he believed in it, but suddenly it
seemed that unless there was something more, things here and now, including all
the things he did in church, looked rather shabby and sad. He knew that people
in his kind of church didn't talk much about "salvation" and "eternal life"” and
things like that. If he suggested that they talk about such things, most of
them, including the minister, would be gquite unconfortable.

* * *

. There are our characters from fiction. They are a device for pointing
to the truth in the concrete, the truth as it is lived and experienced. Now
- let me explain what I am about by growing more abstract.

;ii ﬁpﬂ&ava that American Christianity is troubled by some very deep

“gisgs, cleavages, splits, divorces--use whatever word you will. Things that
ought to go together in unity have a way of coming apart.

One lndﬁ élélvaqa is the cleavage between personal devotion and social
action. This cleavage in the life of the Church has been around for 2 long

time. For a long time people have been talking about it and saying that it
ould not exist, but it does exist. In each generation the personal devotion-

socia mmwn anew.

cor vage has received less publicity than the first. But I
chi ¢ : jJust as serious. This is the cleavage between rsonal
. Obviously this rift in contemporary religion is
devotion and social action, but it is also gquite
neglected issue in the life of our churches.

to speak of only two cleavages. But a few
t also address ourselves to a third. This is
og 14 and the other-worldly in the life of fa
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