HOW TO SUCCEED IN INIQUITY WITHOUT REALLY SINNING
A Sermon in Reverse

by Royal F. Shepard, Jr.

Psalm 51:3. "For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.™

This man deserves our pity. He has a conscience.
the art of self-deception.

He is a Poor hand at
{ { He feels unworthy before Gogd
only live in g barbaric age.

= Such a man could

what a price!
repentence. He looks to

It is precise
It is a higher way
- promises pardon for
removes the burden
It is said of Christians
it less. Perhaps that i You are sinning more these days, but
enjoying it less. Well now, I offer you i

as much as you like yet with the assurance that you are no
all. :

ly this splendid opportunity that I offer you this morning.

of lifer a step above the olg gospel. For the gospel only
youx_' Sins and the grace to make a new beginning. My way

do as you please.

You may have Some reservation
it is quite respectable. But I as
the sanction of the best a

§-about this offer. You may wonder whether

taken pains to give it
The genius of this higher way is that

i - theological, psycho-

ichever sort happen to appreal most to you. Nor

need you feel that you mus i isti nnections. With the ap-
plication of a little imagination you can call the method itself Christian.
Indeed, many people do already. Therefore, have no fears. Think positively!
From what has been saig so far I

think you must agree that my method of deal-
ing with sin is much to be desired. All that remains is for me to tell you
how it works.

. Here is the first step. Say to yourself these words every day. I.CAN'T

~ HELP THE WAY I AM. Say them the first thing when you awake in the morn:.ngY
and the last thing when you retire at night. I CAN'T HELP THE WAY I.AM. 3u
may find it useful to write this sentence out om a l%ttle three py flV; car

- and to place it on your dresser as a reminder. And if you are biblically

. s add a fitting verse from Scripture. There is one in the very Psalm
we just quoted that will serve very nicely:
. .

""iisﬂé Behold, I wés brought forth in iniquity,

=

"%ﬁ - and in sin did my mother conceive me.
-

' That because it points up solnthtqgi
Sat verse is particularly appropriate i - : e
T!!Fflxhdiscovefed about ourselves. If there is anything wrong with us,

'thers are to blame. We are the helpless victims of unhappy childhood

€s. We are the pawns in a game pla’edbbyfg::;di:yt;:d inifgﬂlrﬂlﬁw'
Reai . o forms the cause is to be fhyt o114y
i-‘;t:;::fogza::xwe were forced to consume too,l:;Z’B::allnﬂl_
Whatever we may be today, somebody or something B

us that way. We are not responsible.
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