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A sin of false contentment is not Just an indivia
3 ned ual ain:
It is a sin to which a society such as ours is especially :rzggit é; sootal.
to the experience of many countries, the poor and oppressed amo. oo
make up the vast majority. They are not S0 conspicuous in the
Thus we easily settle into a

ing the fact that significant
ally but also at times in their rights and libe

g us do not
ir misery.

An old article in my files reports that in 1965 the
in New York City who were living in dwellings that had b
fit for human habitation in 1900. I wonder how many are
buildings now. Can such conditions persist except where
apathy allows?

re were 40,000 people
€en condemned as un-
living in those same
massive public

How much evil might be eliminated, how much good accomplished, if both
as individuals and as society, we did a better Job of evading the snare of
apathy that so often follows our feelings of contentment.
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There is a kind of contentment we ought always to possess. It is re-
flected in that passage I quoted from the letter to the Philippians. This
special, deep kind of contentment has a three-fold root. One root is ap-
preciation, an active and joyous sense of all that is good and beautiful in
the world. The second root is self-respect, not smugness, but a healthy
regard for one's own worth as a person and as a child of God. The third root
is faith, more particularly the faith that our destiny, come what may, is in
God's hands. These are the roots of that underlying Christian contentment
that we always need and which we seek to possess through all the discontents
of our lives. What we need to look out for is that shallow variety of con-
tentment which leads to those snares of the devil - vanity, atrophy and
apathy.




