


who is currently on sabbatical leave from his parish :
zztmgo:;yins' I don't think I've done anything on John 3:16.3 wrote bagsy
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ell then, I stand here alone like paniel among the lions, I
temptgdlto go ;fter them wity the sword of theology, but I think I Z:a11
try to bemuse them instead with a song. I shall apProach my text not gg
much doctrinally as lyrically. And that is nOt'unfltting’ I think. Fop
clearly the language here is highly symbol?c, high metaphorical. When jo,
uses such words as wife" and "light', he is not speaking as a biologist n
or as a luminologist. UWhen he speaks of Cod's only born Son it is equal),
obvious that he does not speak as a geneticist. It would be absurd to?ﬁie
him literally. Yet it would be a mistake not to take him seriously. For
he is saying in the only kind of way that it can be said the most important
thing that anyone has had to say since God hung his lamps under the bur-

nished firmament.

What comes first in this saying is that God so loved the world.

He loved the heavens and the earth, the night and the day.

He loved the plants yielding seed and the fruit trees bearing fruit.

He loved the wild goats in the high mountains and the badgers seeking
refuge among the rocks.

He loved the young lions creeping forth for their prey and leviathan
sporting in the depths of the sea.

And he loved man going forth to his work until evening.
He loved Abraham sojourning in the wilderness and Joseph-captive in

Egypt.

He loved the banished Moses alone on the hillside and the childl
Hennah weeping by the altar at Shiloh.

ess

God loved the world of our humanity in its strength.

tion with her timbrel and

He loved Miriam dancing the dance of libera r
f his grief the thing of

David 1lifting up his harp with weeping, making o
beauty that lasts forever.

He loved Solomon digging mines and launching ships and the unnaned
lovers who come away when the voice of the turtle-dove is

And God loved the world of our humanity in its perishing.
and the sick

He loved the poor perishing of hunger in every village, aI S o
perishing by the pool of Siloam, and the slaves perishing at the hands °*
their owners, and the soldiers perishing in perpetual warfare,

and embittered perishing, the forsaken znd rejected perishing.

God go loved the world, "so" 3 "4 "
., "so'" meaning "1n such a way-
it followed logically from the beginning of time that God so love

world that he gave.
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But there is more. That whoever believes. There is £
we seem to come to a narrowing. The love is for the whole

- rub. There

those who believe receive life. world, but only later tn
d . Preachers
Well, it is important to take note of what is not saig h
not said that anybody is excluded from the love of God. It i:re. It is No s
said that people may not receive the action of God's love in sonot g :ermon'P
Nor is any theory offered as to how the death of Jesus alters tﬁe °Fher way, oved Joj
between God and the rest of us. € Situation "k
L 2
None of that is said. What is said is that God's givi . e
does make a difference to those who take that giving seiiZ:giy?f gﬁi > ;:te
John, the one who wrote the epistles, tells us that "God is love.n T;@mr thee
is a popular saying today. For some of us it is the sum ang substancn:LS figu
religion. But taken out of context it is a very abstract saying. wh;;ﬁ lo;é
world needs is not the bare assertion that God is love. What the warldthe
needs is that love itself, that love concrete. The world needs to see it I do
to hear it, to touch it. That is how both Johns see the love of God comi. Bicks Jawy
to us in Jesus Christ. Can we then affirm that God is love and not bekk3§ this love,
in that love when we see it in action? d gave..."
had to pre
For love to be helpful, even the greatest of loves, there has t deagrilad
: 3 0 be a
response. The deepest griefs in human relationships are not those that ny
result from death. They are the griefs that come from the fact that love AndP:

has fallen on deaf ears. It is offered, but it is not taken seriocusly. It
is not believed.

We must believe the love God gives in his Son. We must believe that
it is given to us. Yet it is clear that for John believing means something
quite different from accepting a doctrinal formula. It is, as he puts it
in his own special language, ''coming into the light" and "doing what is
true." Faith in Christ always means at the same time keeping faith with
Christ. Believing that he is the love of God in action means sharing in
that same action. "He who does not love does not know God," wrote the

other John,

"For God is love."

Should not perish but have eternal life. I must register this com-

plaint against John. When you say something very big in

or less you

justice - an impossible task in any event - would onl

digestion.

because I think John would insist that it be said:

post-mortem
immediately
becomes our
alive if we

1
"God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever be

twenty-five words
To try to do this last Part
y give us mental in-
But this I will say

eternal life is no mere
peus

say too much for a single sermon.
It is too many courses for one sitting.

condition. Eternal life is now. Eternal life is wha? hap
when the love by which God loved the world and gave his Sone
love too. Right now. Although we continue to perish, we ar
believe in the love of God.
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in him should not perish but have eternal life."

nt of religiow?

The Duluth Publiec Library possesses a motley assortmeame  oposs dowm

books that are shelved in a very odd order.
there an assortment of sermons by a motley collection o
peems that fifty years ago, in Lent of 1927, the
Agsociation suggested that clergy all over the country
n1f I had only one sermon to preach.' Thousands accep
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