


s Jesus framed the golden rule in response to one of thoge
standfzzfzzz-g:s r'qWQGtﬁv.lgh' truth is th.: t:t‘ saying is uncharacte,.
istic of Jesus. It is not uncharacteristic in 8 message; but it 4, -y
characteristic in its form. Jesus did not usually teach in terms o
cayings such as those in the Book of Proverbs or the Analects of Qo
He usually taught in terms of parables, stories and metaphors that
righteousness concrete and which showed love in action.

nk of the golden rule :s ahbit of prudential wisdom
lationships - somethi {
that works well in business and social re ng like
"Honesty is the best policy." Fortunately the context that Luke proviges
dential understanding. Luke ties the golden rule int,

explodes such a pru e
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makes difficult sacrifices.
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The phrase added in Matthew's version also is helpful.
‘1So whatever you wish that people would do to you, do so to them;
for this is the law and the prophets."

That last phrase reminds us of another saying of Jesus which he de-
clared summed up the law and the prophets. In that instance he referred to
~ the great commandments of love to God and neighbor.

I would suggest then that the golden rule is a summons to put into action
that line in the law that reads "You shall love your neighbor as yourself,"
Seen in that light the saying becomes much less abstract.
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I said that Bernard Shaw's witticism makes a clever point by missing
the point. For the point of the golden rule is not that we should treat
the other person exactly as we want to be treated. The point is that we
treat the other person as we would want to be treated were we that person
in that situation.

This means that the golden rule asks us to step out of our self-cen-
teredness in two ways. First, we are asked to take the other person's
welfare into consideration. Secondly, we are asked to see beyond our own
needs and tastes to the other person's condition. The quintessence of the
law is not projecting our own wants on other people. On the contrary,
Jesus is saying that in the end all good human relationships come_§9wn to
acts of empathy.: ‘ ' b

Despite what I said earlier it is not always a bad thing when other
people act for our sake according to their own tastes. A little boy may
give his grandmother a baseball glove or his teenage brother a rubber duck-
These gifts are great compliments. It would be much less of a compliment
if the little boy gave his grandmother his cod liver oil. There is 19
g“.truer indication of high regard than that a person share wi
- that he likes best.

But suppose that boy grows up to be a man and still gives his_grand-

mother baseball gloves and his older brother rubber ducks. I should think
we might conclude then that there was something wrong with him-.
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