ADVANCE READINGS

FOR MONDAY (THE COVENANT OF GRACE)
Exodus 24:3-8

Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord

and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with

one voice, and said, "All the words which the Lord has spaken
we will do." And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord.

And he rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the
foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the
twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the people
of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace
offerings of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half of the
blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw
against the altar. Then he took the book of the covenant,
and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said,
"All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be
obedient." And Moses took the blood and threw it upon the
people, and said, '"Behold the blood of the covenant which
the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words."

"The New Covenant" (see next page)










to which he or she holds
in secret his or her ' .  Lipls f:;

key? Vo b

and

on some day of reckoning when he or she
feels that the covenant has been violated,
does he or she (ud

produce his or her little key
and open his or her little box,

and waving his or her copy in the air,

declare:
"ah ha!
you see I have my own piece of paperi“’
Is that the vision
the county clerk holds in mind
when he prints up these documents?

He will say to us, perhaps,

"But they come in handy. For every

two marriages
I enter on the books these days, I write down

one divorce.

Now if we allowed people just to write

these things on their hearts

we would have a huge mess

in the courthouse.'
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A new covenant on people's hearts,"

says Jeremiah.

Clearly this is not

a purely human possibility.

It is God who will put his law
within them.

This is a divine possibility whose day
" has not yet arrived.

In Jeremiah's day it did not seem realistic

to speak of covenants not on paper, but only
on the heart.

Nor in our day either.



But how realistic then are the paper cove'nu‘z:ts?‘

The covenant between Yahweh and Israel, A4
the covenant of Mt. Sinai, the covenant chiseled
on tablets of stone.
That covenant was broken.
That was a fact. e
It is doubtful whether anyone could havéhioung
the stones anymore.
This was a practical truth:
In a covenant based purely on the law
there was no salvation.
And perhaps we see that too
about our secular covenants?
What good is a written constitution unless
there is a covenant of faithfulness J
written on the hearts of the peopie.
Unless there is genuine commitment
to justice and honesty

and respect for the rights of others,

what do these documents avail?
Many nations have written constitutions,
some of them as noble sounding as our own,
yet

oppression and corruption are the rule

of their national life.

and

perhaps we have learned .
even in this country i
in recent Years, how helpless
a written constitution becomes
when there is no covenant of mutual faithfulness
written on the hearts

of the people and their leaders.

Un the other hand, sometimes a true covenant arises without
planning between two people or
within a group of people..
It is a bond of friendship

that emerges naturally.







Forgiveness would make that possible,
forgiveness offered
and forgiveness received.

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood,"

Jesus said,
"'poured out for the forgiveness of sins."




