





f:::;::szwizzegeOPIe's legitimate fears. I want to say candidly that such
— marriage certificates — do imp] isel;
people are afraid they imply. g s

. Let us take'first the suggestion that marriage is something public. In
he_minds of an increasing number of people this is a strange and misguided
noylon. After all, are we not concerned here with a purely private relation-
gh&p between two people? What concern should it be to anyone else? And even
if one admits that it is of concern to a few close relatives and friends,

wha? is the need for a public ceremony and for various sorts of public regu-
lations?,

To such questions as these I think we must give a twofold answer. First,

: ?here is no such thing as a purely private relationship. ‘To think otherwise
is to go directly contrary to the modern understanding of humean nature. A
basic modern insight is that the human self is constituted largely by its
relationship with other selves. But if that is true, it follows that every
relationship between selves is also constituted in considerable measure by
wider relationships. To state the matter differently: all relationships
oceur in a social context. -They are shaped by what happens in the wider soci-
ety and they in turn influence what happens there.

That principle applies with special force in the case of marriage and in
any relationship that supposedly substitutes for marriage. For one thing
children have a way of emerging out of such relationships. Whenever a child
does emerge, another party to the marriage relationship appears. One abiding
reason for marriage today as in the past is to provide for the nurture and
protection of children. Certainly that is not the only reason for marriage.
In an age of increased longevity, extended youth and small families, marriage
cannot be centered in children alone. Nevertheless, the nurture and protec-

_tion of children remains a very important reason for marriages

Yet even aside from the matter of children, a sustained relationship
between two people of the opposite sex is always one of powerful social im-
pact. Because that is so, human society always has regulated such relation-
ships. That is to say, marriage in some form always exists in any society
that can be called a society. The pnotion that marriage is unnatural has no
basis in human nature as the record of history reveals that nature- No doubt
there is some merit in doing what comes paturally. But what comes naturally
to our species is that in every time and place, with the possible excertion

of our own, people have regarded that "private' relationship as one of para-
mount social concern. 3

ﬁ;_ So the first part of the answer is that the private relatiogship is

_ really public whether we wish it to be or mot. The second part 1s tha?‘the
recognition of the public nature of such a relationship can reinforce its
_private aspects..

~ Let me draw a rather strange analogy. Some years ago I preache@ aﬂsermon
. entitled, "Why I Gave Up Smoking." That sermon was fairly wel} received.
~ Even the tobacco wholesaler in the congregation did not cqmpla%n too much.
- But whatever good that sermon Imay have done the congregation, it did more
. good to me. For the fact was that I had quit smoking ogly a moath before-and
~ was still passing through withdrawal symptoms. By pu?tlng myse]f on public
 record that way 1 made it much harder for myse.f to light up ag2in.
Now two people may feel that they have a mutual undeTstauCtug tyat is
gquite capable of standing by itself. Their commitment to oxne another 1s













