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Isaiah 2:1-4; 11:5-9

It shall come to pass
that the mountain © ;
shall be established as the highest o

and shall be raised above the hills;

and all the natiouns shall flow to it oest o cIsaiah 232 uiL

in the latter days
£ the house of the Lord
f the mountains,

i i i isky. Dreaming is no excéption,
A1l highly important actions are ris : :

When people drgam too much, they may lose touch with reality. They may turn
into VWalter Mittys, the brow-beaten little man in nges ?hurber's story, who
repeatedly tuned out the real world with daydreams 1in which he assumed heroic

roles.

e i el e

Dreaming is risky. But then 1ife itself is a risk and the people who
live the most are the people who risk a lot. In order to stay alive as a
person everyone needs to dream. Every people needs to dream. For the value
of dreams is not simply that they make the present more bearable. They can
make the future more livable.

~ Perhaps it will help us see dreams in their proper place if we dis-
tinguish between dreams and goals. People should be practical about goals.
As Jesus observed in one of his parables, nobody with any common sense would
build a tower unless he first estimated the cost. We should not establish
goals for ourselves unless we are reasonably sure that we can obtain them.

But dreaming is different. Dreaming, or vision, as it is usually
called ?n the 0ld Testament, does not give us a specific target to aim at.
Rather.lt creates a whole new scene for us; it changes our frame of refer-
ence; it tells us not how things are, but how they ought to be. Dreaming
stretches our minds beyond the point where we can make estimates. It is a

kind of brainstorming in which three thi ired: :
St Ly ngs are required: deep desires,

In contrast to goal-setting, dreaming does not define for us what we

are to do. Rather d i s :
oo Sy reaming has to do with the way we are and the kind of

You can tell a lot about 1
> , : a person once you know what that
£§ZZ°2a§lzgeaﬂgiarg l;ke- Some dreams are childish. There is an old folk

’ g Rock Candy Mountain," that describes a world in which gum

drops grow on trees and sweet i
: th j icki
is a fun dream, but a childish d;2§:°t0 e T =

The dreams that a |
the time they were firstpﬁiii in the book of Isaiah are very different. At

unique in their unselfish ten d9wn they were probably unique. They were
were unique in their vizigess and in their unreserved trust in God. They
a universal scale. In thenf(‘)f a world governed by rightousness and peace on
prophet pictures all th o8t dream, or vision, that we read today, the
learn the will of God. ewzat§ons of the world assembling at Mt. Zion %o
it is not the nation of Ie might see this as a nationalistic dream, However,
including Israel will bpe ji:;ié E;tGng who is in the center. All nations,
judgment all i ; od. Out of thei

nations will learn to live at peace. e;ieicgigiingzazftifii
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For this is vision yielding
 vision, and a child
 shall lead.
And where is not
said and cannot be with
us. The vision goes to the edge
with hope. Beyond is without
even a dream's connections.

eam's connections.”" That is to say, we

know that even dreams, including the ones that happen when we sleep, have a
logic to them. But this prophetic vision looks right over the edge where
not even imagination can reach. For to put it very simply: we cannot con-

Beyond is without even a dr

ceive how the balance of nature could be maintained without predators.

So the dream is "impossible.'" Yet in a strange way it is also very
relevant. For living at peace with our natural environment is a very impor-

tant concern right now.

The dream of world peace based on divine law may also seem impossible.
Yet this dream too has special relevance. International peace was needed
desperately in Isaiah's day. In our time such peace is indispensable.

So even though they are far out, these dreams come very close to home.
They help turn our spirits in the direction of ideals whose realization
becomes a practical concern. The United Nations may not fulfill the pro-
phetic vision, but without the ancient vision even so tentative a step might
not have been possible. Yellowstone Park does not fulfill the prophetic
vision. But without that dream of universal shalom, it might never have
occurred to anyone to create a national park.

Dreams may not lay before us attainable goals. But they set us free
from fixed ways of looking at life and give shape to our values and our
ideals. Dreams inspire us and because they inspire us sometimes they are
translated into goals. Down through the centuries people have come across
these impossible dreams in the book of Isaiah; they have made those dreams
their own and thus their own outlook on life's purpose has been changed.

3 Everyone needs to dream. Every people needs to dream. Even God, I
think, needs to dream. Through the prophets God shares his dreams with us.




