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There was the revival of devotional classics and the multiplication of
prayers groups. And there was the insistence that the church get "relevant"
to the outward affairs of this world.

There is the reaching out for life-changing emotional experience and
there is tye somewhat muted, but persistent demand that the church address
itself to issues of poverty, conservation, disarmament, political oppression
and other human needs.

Perhaps we think we invented such polarities in modern times. If so,
:; are wrong. They are there in the Bible itself. Two weeks ago I spoke of
;iTzenty~third Psalm. I suppose this is the all-time classic of personal
ge ti on. Not only that, but its emphasis is on assurance and guidance.god
ba e protector here, not the challenger. And the shepherd is one who 1ives
y quiet trust, not by commitment to great tasks.

I will fear no evil
Thy rod and thy staff
They comfort me.
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The lion has roared;
who will not fear?
The Lord God has spoken;
who can but prophesy? (3.8)
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Thus says the Lord:

For three transgressions of Israel,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment;
because they sell the righteous for silver,

and the needy for a pair of shoes -
they that trample the head of the poor

into the dust of the earth,
and turn aside the way of the afflicted (2:6-7a)
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Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an everflowing stream. (5:23-24)
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Assyria—want’to know-ﬂhat'violence agd oppiiss iﬁters oy g. sazs Amos, they
ought to come and observe what happens b° t'e i Es = amai a, the capita)
of little Israel. When Amo: 11s for justice, thin tjus court-room
* justice he is concern +. although he has something %o say about that
too. There is often n between economic an@ p?litlcal injustice
and what happens in court rooms as the story of The Wilmington Ten makes
clear, | That i@ something we dﬁs:t.tod}Oottigtgavg{vzge w?isw:SPeCIally
i i ist is dire . are moved
since the United Church of Chr iree gt to look into the Situationﬁif
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the nine black men and one white woman given sentences ranglng up to thirty-
four years in Wilmington, North Carolina following a civil rights protest.

But when Amos speaks of justice, he is speaking of social justice in all of
its formse.

Now along with all this dissipation and injustice Amos observes some-
thing else. Religion is very much "in!" among these people. They go troop-
ing out to shrines such as that at Bethel, where they hold big celebrations,
offer lavish sacrifices and afterwards throw swinging parties. Their wor-
ship seems to be a kind -of celebration of their own good fortune to which

God is made party by spectacular bribes-

Well, Amos was brought up to worship  the same God, but he never saw the
Lord in that light. Unlike the gods of some other nations the Lord demands
righteousness. For him there can be no separation between prayer and ethics,
worship and justice. And so Amos is convinced that the Lord is revolted by
all this fancy worship:

I hate and despise your feasts
and I take mo delight in your solemn assemblies (5:21)

The_Lozq will only accept.worship where there is justice. Because there is
no justice, he declares his judgment, and that judgment is a word of doom.
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