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and says to me:

My beloved speaks-my Paiy 9
,

"Arise, my love,
and come away;i |£ & :
For lo, the winter s past,
the'rain is over and gone.'" Song of Songs 1:10-11
We begin with a question: how 4id this thing get into the Bible?
A straightforward answer is provided by Professor William Cole in
his book, Sex and Love in the Bible. "It won its way there" by means of
s double fiction."

The first fiction was that this book was written by King Solomon. The
opening line is obscure, but reads roughly:

uThe Song of Songs which is Solcmon's."

The phrase "Song of Songs" was an idiom which meant "the best' or "most
that Solomon had written some 1005 songs;

beautiful of songs.' Legend held
so the implication is that this one is the most beautiful of all: - The
phrase translated "which is Solomon's" is uncertain in meaning and does not

necessarily mean that Solomon wrote this material. But people came to be-
lieve that he did. A consensus of unbiased scholars today believes that in
its present form uThe Song of Songs' was written around 250 A.D., or seven

hundred years after the time of Solomon. The language leads to that conclu-
sion. But in ancient times people believed that Solomon was the author. Had

?hey not believed that it is very doubtful the book would have been included
in the canon, or official list of sacred books.
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The second fiction was that "The Song of Song
100 A.D. a council of rabbis debated whether this boo
among the Jewish scriptures. Some of the rabbis thoug
lyric when they saw one and they were dead against lettin
shoulders with the Psalms. But the famous Rabbi Akiba stood up a
impassioned speech in which he said:

w is not worth as much

"The entire age from the beginning until no
iven to Israel!"

as the day on which the Song of Songs was g

Akiba insisted that these
He said that they are ap
between God and Israel.

It is hard to beat that for extravagant praise.
lyrics are not really about men and women at all.
allegory or symbolic tale about the relationship
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Not only Jews, but Christians, swallowed that theory
':tgglllea':s:; Ei‘{i’“ wrote devotional works in which the Song of Son
R s Ohclat depicting the relation between Christ and the
iy pidig preed besini the individual Christian. The work of Bernard ©
s % e, 341 nown of these efforts. He tells us that in that s
stars vruning the s morning, Christ is telling the church to get up 23°
R e Rits sggls of the saints. If the Song of Songs had not made
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