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the fact that there are many people in our society for whom the metaphor of
the probation officer communicates more directly than the metaphor of the
shepherd.

But is that the only metaphor here? Part of the appeal of this psalm,
I think, is that the author sustains and develops his figures of speech.
One reason why 80 oetry seems incomprehensible to the
average reader is that images keep splintering off in all directions. No

doubt there:is usually method in this seeming madness, but we suspect at
times that what we are reading is an exercise in free association. In
contrast, the Twenty-third Psalm keeps the shepherd and the sheep going
without extraneous symbols through green pastures, beside still waters, in
Yet when we come to the last strophe

right paths, through the dark valley.
of this song, we do seem to find ourselves in a different setting.

Thou preparest a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;
Thou anointest my head with oil,
My cup overflows.

—third Psalm have felt that the metaphor

does shift here. We move from a pastoral setting to that of oriental hospi-
tality. God becomes the host who protects his guest against his enemies,
who anoints his head and sets a full table before him. However, at least
one contemporary scholar, Samuel Terrien, disputes this line of interpreta-
tion. Dr. Terrien believes that the shepherd-sheep metaphor is carried
through to the end. He points out that it is still the custom in that part
of the world for a herdsman to pull up poisonous weeds and to uncover nests
of scorpions and snakes before he leads his sheep into a pasture. Thus the
line traditionally translated, "Thou preparest a table...'" may refer to the
ghepherd preparing the pasture for his flock. When the sheep file into
their enclosure at:night, it is the custom of the Near Eastern shepherd to
exa@ine them for cuts and bruises. If need be, he places a healing oil on
their heads and there is an earthen cup that he uses to give them a medicin-
al drink. If Dr. Terrien is right, the picture of the shepherd who cares
tenderly for each individual sheep is worked out with even more detail than
most of us, who live in a world of probation officers, may have realized.

Most interpreters of the Twenty
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But now what is the message? It is a mistake to think that when you
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¢ message as Mr. McLuhan tells us. Still I think we can agree with
countless others over the last twenty-five hundred years Or 5% that this
psalm does convey to us through its metaphors a message of quiet truste.

"ihe Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want."
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 The Czech ‘ﬁs.,rxist concludes this passage with a sentence even more
surprising:

man no longer has such models, in spite of all
his superior knowledge of
lower level

"In so far as modern
the venmeer of civilization and perhaps
specialized fields, he is morally and emotionally on a
than those who do have such models."

0f course, even though he''gathers strength"from the psalmist's words,
Machovec takes a very different approach to the'"Lord"of the psalm. Even
for so friendly a Marxist,'the Lord'can only be something deep within the
psalmist himself that he imagines to be above and beyond himself. But it
is noteworthy that Machovec appreciates the power of this deep thing in-
side the psalmist to bring out the highest human possibilities. And he
seems to suggest that people were better off with this imaginary projection
of a god to give strength and meaning to their lives than are many people
in both the Marxist and non-Marxist world who have lost touch with this
deepest source of their own humanity.
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A for myself, I do not think the psalmist's model will work any B0

;Z::Y."than in the past unless in some fashion we share his faith in

"For thou art with me."
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elves, as every good Marxist is ever ready to tell us.
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