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Exodus 3:3-5 . :
"And Moses said, 'I will turn aside and see this great sight, why the
bush is not burnt.' When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the bush, 'Moses, Moses!' And he said, 'Here
_am I.' Then he said, 'Do not come near; put off your shoes from your
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.'"

~ This is the original mountaintop experience. All others in recorded
history are colored by the remembrance of this one. Like all mountaintop
experiences this one that comes to Moses out in the wilderness is intensely
personal. And yet as matters turned out it will become a very public event,
one of the most far-reaching public events on record.

No’ohe; least of all Moses, expects anything so momentous to occur
in such a place at such a time while he is herding sheep. Many years ago a
Bible professor named Camden Corburn summed up Moses' situation this way:

A poor man, an old man, a lonely man is tending his sheep on Mount
Horeb. He is a failure. He had a chance once. Once he lived in
the city and was thought well of at court; but because of certain
ideals of his he threw up all this - and has missed a career. He
Wwas a big man once; but that was long ago. He is nobody now. He
has been nobody for forty years.

That is the scene. Yet with the possible exception of the first Good
Friday and Easter, no event over the next thirty odd centuries will prove
more significant than what is about to happen to Moses this day - no, not
the discovery of America, not the battle of Waterloo, not the first landing
on the moon. Not only what we call our religion, but our whole cultural
inheritance, our remembrance of things past and our hope for things to come
will be marked indelibly by what happens to this old man on the mountain.
You and I could not possibly be the kind of persons we are were it not that

one day a political refugee turned herdsman happened to notice an odd-looking
shrub on the side of Mount Horeb.

The burning bush, What was it and what was its purpose? We can try to
explain it in some way appealing to the modern mind. We may hypothesize
that the sun hung low and deep orange on the horizon and that it struck the
bush from such an angle as to make it seem ablaze. We all have seen sights
like that. But such explanations are likely to lead us astray from the
meaning of this event. We do best not to explain the bush, but to observe
what it does. The bush is a sign, a pointer to something far more decisive
than the bush itself. The bush brings into expression that moment when
Moses becomes aware that he stands in the presence of one who calls his name
and who will change the course of his life forever. The bush marks a cross-
ing onto holy ground. 1In itself the burning bush is only a curiosity. But
@B a sign it marks the beginning of a journey that leads into Egypt and out
again through this wilderness into the land of promise and then down through
~ the prophets to Jesus of Nazareth and out across the Roman Empire and down

‘through the history of the church until it arrives at you and me.
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I know their sufferings.' Knowing suggests
perception. It suggests that having seen what is
gated the matter more thoroughly. Perhaps at one
In the household of Pharaoh, he was in a position to know
going on in the Land of Goshen. He possessed some inside
haps, on official policy respecting the Hebrews. Perhaps
some theories of his own as to how he might relieve their

a deeper, more informed
wrong the Lord has investi.
time Moses did that too.
about what was
information, per-
he even formed
burdens.

But Moses has been out of circulation for a long time and he cannot
claim much knowledge any more. And he probably is contented to keep things
that way. People see a lot of things. They see that there is violence in
the streets. They see that there is hunger and alcoholism and the abuse of
children. They see that there is corruption in high places. They see that
there is harsh political oppression in many parts of the world. They see
that their neighbors are troubled and perplexed and sometimes near to despair
People see a lot of things. But they would rather not know.
know won't hurt you. It is probably like that with Moses.
cannot help seeing, he would just as soon not know.

What you don't
Even when he

I have come down to deliver.'" Like Caesar the Lord is action-oriented.
And like Caesar he always is looking for recruits.

"Come, I will send you to Pharaoh, that you may bring forth my people.

Of course, Moses doesn't want to go. What wonderful realism there is
in the Bible! Here is the greatest hero in Jewish history at the decisive
turning point of his life, and he tries to chuck the whole thing. '"Who am 1
to go?" he says. '"Find somebody else.' Here is Moses in the midst of his
great mountain top experience, - burning bush, the voice cclling him by name,

the discovery of holy ground, - and he tries to get away. It is typical of
the Bible.

It is typical too that the mountaintop experience should bring with it
a certain disillusionment. We delight in the experience. We want that
moment of religious ecstasy. We exult in moving up to some higher level of
consciousness. e are reassured by this confirmation of our faith, this

epiphany of the Lord, which is to say, this making known of his presence.
It's a good trip.

But in the Bible nobody is ever permitted just to enjoy such an experi-
ence.

In the Bible an epiphany always means that one is given something to
do. "Come, I will send you to Pharaoh..."

What is likely to happen when you discover the burning bush? You will
be enlisted in God's caring for the world. You will be asked to join the
Lord in seeing, in knowing, in coming down to deliver. Your summons may not
be on so grand a scale as an exodus out of Egypt. It may not make history.
It may be merely that you are sent to someone whom you happen to pass that
day in the street.

But you will be sent if you see the burning bush and go
to look and know that your name is called on the ground where you stand.

Pilgril
Psalm 2
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