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And so because he knew that, VHe girded himself with a towel."

I never noticed thie remarkable passage until one day I came across s
printed sermon by a teacher of mine.: Paul Scherer was a Park Avenue preach-
er who later on taught preaching for many years at Union Theological Semin-
ary. He was the last man I saw as I got into my car and set off to work
among the aborigines in the wilderness west of the Hudson. As a student I
never was much impressed by Scherer as a preacher. But years later I came
across an ancient volume of sermons by him that contained one called "Vhy
Are We Here?" 1t was based on this passage where Jesus girds himself with
a towel. The sermon struck me where I lived. I took it home and copied
out the whole thing. :

Of course, like all good sermons,it is something of a period piece.
It reflects both the futility and the eilliness of a post-war: period, post-
war being post-lWorld War I. Bcherer quotes Bertrand Russell and Clarence
Darrow on the meaninglessness of life., He cites an article about a man who
who:led a sixty pound stone across the country in a red, white and blue
:::ioi: ::Ti: of Franklin Roosevelt's first election. He speaks of another
st~ e di:g'zezple how to eat pumpkin pie with all five senses.” I had
s o earn how to do things like that until the 1960's. In
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