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Last week I said that th
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It is difficult for what I have been gall%ng.the new liberal church to
find a place to stand today, a place that i& dlst}nct from a purely secular
outlook on the one hand and from various orthodoxies on the othgra Yet that
is the challenge before us. We must seek and we must.bear tgstlmony to a
third option that is in keeping with our own progressive heritage and which
faces squarely this startlingly new age in whicy we live. w§ mu§t do some-
thing more than fulfill a rather unfair definition of the Unitarians that
once appeared in a leading news magazine:

""Agnostics who can't kick the church-going habit."

That won't do if for no other reason than that we have proved the habit can
be kicked.

The time has come to begin speaking boldly for our own option, even
though that option may continue to remain hazy in these confusing times.

Hence my manifesto for the new liberal church. Last week I said that
the manifesto has a negative side. There are certain attitudes that I
believe we must reject quite emphatically. I listed five such rejections.
Today I point to some affirmations for which I believe we may stand. The
affirmations tend to pair up with last week's rejections.

1. First, the new liberal church affirms a faith in the God revealed

in Jesus Christ that is secure enough to live with changing images of God.

Not only outside the churches, but inside the churches there are many
people for wpom old ways of thinking and talking about God no longer seem
Very persuasive or very helpful. I am such a person myself, and perhaps in
a couple of weeks I shall preach to you a little sermon called "Confessior
of a ?allen Away Atheist." 1In any case, we are forced to live without the
security of fixed certainties. In this situation some of us lose faith
entirely. Others panic into some form of fundamentalism.

I think that the new liberal church
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