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1 boy I ran up a country road one daq to the sight
of s:g::.I Xa:uik::a%rigaie was trying to save the Catho}lc rectorq. The
church building was already gone. Everyone for twenty miles around was
there. Nothing like a good church fire to take the boredom out of living,
01d Father McEnaney, I was told, performed a strikingly heroic act. It
was also a crazy Catholic act. He ran into the flaming nave and carried
out the statues one by one. After they built a new.brick chur;h, t?e new
young priest showed me the old statues lined up against the wall. Even
at that age I could tell that artistically they were well below the level
of department store manikins.

Until recently Catho

We Protestants are suspicious of statues, pictures, images of any kind.
We say we're against idolatry. But it may be that we are afraid to let our
senses and our imagination get involved with our faith. Perhaps we try too
hard to live on the level of pure ideas. I have noticed that even among
contemporary Puritans things like mustard seeds, pocket crosses and lapel
pins have a way of creeping in the back door.

We Protestants don't like ceremony either, We won'd bave much of it
in church. But perhaps we have failed to appreciate the way in which
ceremonial acts give shape to devotion and thus reinforce people's faith.
People n?ed symbolic gestures. I once took part in the funeral of a state
trooper in which three hundred highway patrolmen filed past the grave, each
man throwing down a white glove. I thdugh to myself, "That's a heck of a
lot of gloves, I wonder if anyone will ever get to wear them again?'" That
vas a practical, Protestant question. I don't think that ceremony should

b .
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~as churches we need to

‘the wrong direction. We ought to recognize that both as individusle and

use certain practical tools - symbols, ceremonies,

spiritual disciplines to reinforce our faith.

Let me just speak of two w ;
ment ought to. take el ays in which I think this kind of reinforce-~

First it ought to happen in the form of regular patterns of private

devotion. Of course, many individuals make use of such pattern

have. But I.think that on the whole we in the United Chiich ofsC;:gsiIZZ{:
been geglectlng this whole business of spiritual nurture. We haven't been
practicing the art of refocusing our minds and activities day by day on
our values and beliefs. We haven't been opening up enough spaces in the
midst of our daily living for the divine Spirit to get in there with us.
We say we haven't the time to set aside fifteen minutes a day for medita-

tion.and prayer. But that's nonsense. We have the time; what we haven't
got is the will.

So we are goimg to have to work on that will. And we are going to have

to work on developing patterns of spiritual discipline appropriate to the
age in which we 1live.

The other way in which reinforcement ought to happen is through worship
as part of a Christian community. Rather by chance I came across something
in my files this week that fits in with these thoughts. It is an adver-
tisement by the Schulmerich Carillon Company which I cut out because it
seemed to mark a new high in something or other, I wasn't gquite sure what:

"There is a powerfully stirring way to water the seed of guilt in
one who should be regularly attending services. The beautiful
Schulmerich carillon ringing out on a Sunday morning has a way of
nudging a latent spiritual need. Many pastors have found that
with Schulmerich carillons as the voice of their church; pews are
fuller and strange faces are becoming familiar. You too can enjoy
that rewarding experience."

Well, we've had Schulmerich carillons here for twenty years. We've been
watering the seeds of guilt so long the whold neighborhood is waterl?gged:
Guilt won't do it today, but terror might. 1r we had one of those air-raid
eirens we might wake them up even during the week of the duck massacre.

Roy Pearson wrote some time ago:

"e must worship together or the time soon comes when we do not even
worship alone. This is one of the inexorable rules of the spiritual

life."

No oee corporate worship bring us together w?th a few other
Christzazzlﬁhg happenpto be walking around at this partlcglaf pomeut of
time. It also ties us into those images by which the Christian message
is charneled from other times into this time and beyond.‘ For Christians
the Lord's Supper is the chief of those clusters of tanglble‘agdd?ve§ibera_
tastable images through which we receive the gracious news'SI 0 is -
ting activity in Jesus Christ. In the words of our forebears, anforcing
means of grace." It is a practical tool God has given us for reil

our faith.

i i inforcement. It calls for a
Christian life requires constant rein _

-trucztged practiée of spiritual nurture, both in the 5011§iry watches of
private devotion and in the joint effort of corporate worship.
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The Five "Rign (Five Dimensions of Personal Christianity)
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abstain from every form of evil, "

I Thessalonians 5:16-22
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pleasure.n

your own salvation w
in you, both to will
Philippians 2:12b-13

ith fear and trembling; for
and to work for his good

WE STRENGTHEN OUR NEW LIFE BY USING THE TOOLS OF PRACTICAL RELIGION
Tasks

We establish a regular and working prayer life

- We enrich our understandin

g of the Christian message by reading,
conversation, and attendan

ce at church educational enterprises.

- We attend public worship regularly, seeking especially to use
the "means of grace," the Word and the sacraments.

- We participate actively in the fellowship and work of the church.

We abstain from all habits, amusements, associations etc. that
tend to degrade us morally and spiritually.

- We strengthen our faith by "the therapeutic power of doing good."

The Practical Christian's Tool Box

The Bible, private prayer (including confess;on and.:hant:§:v1ng),
public worship: Christian art and music, inSplrgtlonal 1; zgzivities
study in Christian teachings, history, curregt issues an nich o g
ChriZtian fellowship, specific tasks of service in and ou
church.




