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But my concern is not with

Or the new birth may arise through a newv relationship.. A girl gets en-
gaged and suddenly she looks different. She looks.so good 1n.fa9t that we
may wish a little wistfully that we had seen her flrgt. But 1? is the new
relationship of falling in love that brings this radiance to light.
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length because it is only in connection with that feature, I think, that we
can appreciate the New Testament message about new birth. I don't mean to
suggest that when Jesus speaks of being born anew he is only referring to
some latent human capacity. Nor do I mean that when Paul speaks of becoming
e new creation he is talking about something that lies entirely within our
own power. No, a new creation still requires a creator. The new birth in
the spirit is as much a gift beyond our own doing as that birth that took
place in our mother's womb. The New Testament is talking about something that
happens to people when they are touched by the grace of God. But it does
happen to people. It happens to people in terms of the way people are made-
We distort the whole idea of Christian rebirth if we think of this as & kind
of bolt out of the blue that has no connection with ordinary events. God
works through our humanity. Not even in the life of the saintliest saint
z:niyou say where & person's innate power for renewal leaves off and the

ving grace of God begins. One reason you can't say that is that our own
powers of renewal are themselves marks of the creator's image.
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