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"And when they had finished breakfast, J i

y Jesus said to Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?' He said to hizteer'Sigzn'
you know that I love you.' He said to him, 'Feed my lambs.'"' Joh:'al.;g

S Do you recall that last reported conversation that Peter hel

: | .. Peter held wi

" Jesus? It was in the upper room. Jesus announced that at the critzzzg o
s

moment 211 the disciples would disappear into the woodwork -
e ST But B i
designated leader, vehemently denied this prediction. "Though alletizi;eéf

let you down," he said, "I'll stick by you. "

But a lot of water has passed under the bridge since that conversation
and the one before us today. There was Peter's strange drowsiness when he
was supposed to be standing watch in the garden. There was his brief moment
of ill-advised violence when he struck out with his sword. There was that
other dawn when he warmed his hands over the fire and denied to the serving
girl that he knew anything about that Galilean who was being interrogated
by the priests. There was his conspicuous absence - or if he were present,
his notable silence - during the whole series of events leading through the
cricifixion. All this and much more has taken place between these two con-
versations. Peter does not play much of a role in that between. He is
hardly center stage, and when he does appear he is no hero.

So the way this next conversation opens is a surprise. We need to
bear in mind, of course, that this passage in John is not objective report-
ing. It is John's interpretation of what happened to the inner man in

~ Peter, an interpretation set down a long time after the first Baster, when
the tradition of Peter's own crucifixion was already known. But this inter-
pretive account is no less true because it lacks the character of an Asso-

ciated Press bulletin. It is a profoundly insightful account of what the

resurrection meant to Peter, how it changed his life.

foolhardy and a coward, Peter who

You see, here is Peter alternately
Peter whom Jesus nicknamed, no

o often says and does the wrong thing,

doubt with a touch of irony, the rock. He is like one of those rocks you
step onto hopefully while crossing a stream only to have ?t g?ve way ?5495:
your feet. This is Peter on whom the church of Jesus Christ is founded.
Jesus comes to him despite all that has happened and without any post

mortems, without any introduction except the question of whether Peter still
loves him. And Jesus says, "Feed my lambs."

€ this statement means is that

Or to adopt' Jesus' other figure
cted to hold the flock to-
his sense of defeat,

I say this is a surprise because wha

Peter is still expected to be the rock.
of speech, he's still the shepherd. He is expe
gether and to get it moving. In Peter's remorse,
Jesus confronts him with this great expectation.

in Peter. ‘1 think that is
o i der of this shaky

st and foremost lea : s
us had come to him and said:
bishops."

t all made to be
Or suppose Jesus

I think that is what made the d
why in fact Peter did become the fir
old enterprise ve call the Church. Suppose Jes
tiyell, don't take it too hard, Simon. We're mo
I don't think we would have heard much more about Peter.



~ @Xpectations and those
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1 g e IR e soin :
had said, "Well, life being what it is, G 4 :;:dr:;e:bi:tzizt"h“%
consolation. Just think a few @‘*ﬁm\ th@:gfm " Well, I rath e Ok&y
and you're Okay and everything will turn ou Bﬁ;h . die::. er doupy
that the blood of the martyrs was nourished on
But here comes Jesus to this man wttmt he gme co?..‘s’i:ezedt? far frop

being O.K. that he called Peter "Satan." And JoSUS BZIES 0 *his man iy,
tremendous commissions &Lt ie, aBiif: hetwent up toienet; + gie footbal)
players who every so often gets confused and c:rrb:: . e h?. hthe wrong
way for ninety-eight yards. While the player is ’ thg ; gﬁa hs elmet on gy,
ground for the bemefit of the TV audience, Jesus, the coach, comes u 4,
him and without any other comment says, "OR‘Y"'c"‘Pb-a By the score's 2] ¢,
0 in their favor. Let's get on with the game.™

Tha.t's the way it was with Peter. That was his resurrection exper;.
ence. : L e

It is only when something is expected of us that life has any meaning,
Oh, it is true that we delight in that feeling of freedom that comes whep
we can throw off the expectations. We have all known that delicious sens:.
tion that comes over one on the last day of school. We know the old jingle,
"No more pencils, no more books, no more teachers' dirty looks." Tomorrou
is a bright day then. For our presence will not be expected in the class-
room, nor our homework, nor our knowledge, nor our good behavior. That's
a great feeling. And don't think that the teachers don't experience the
same feeling on that last day of school.

But there comes a time in the course of the summer when the scholar
grows tired of this freedom. He is tired of lying on the livingroom floor
watching "As the World Turns." He is tired of following mother around
the supermarket. He is tired of dropping rotten apples on the roofs of
passing automobiles. He wants something to do, but not just something to
do. He wants somebody's confidence, somebody's reliance, somebody's de-
mands. He wants something expected of him. He wants to go to school.

That's the way it is with us. We need those free times, those vaca-
tions, those retirements. We need to lay our burdens down. But unless
something is expected of us, the meaning drops out of life.

It is true, of course, that misguided expectations make a great deal
of trouble for us. All of us suffer from the expectations of our parents:
In many ways these expectations are good. They prompt us to live up 0
sound values. They goad us into higher achievements than we would other
wise attain. But frequently the values connected with parental expecta-
tions are distorted values, They put too much stress on material successs
l::!‘hapﬁ, and not enough on character, Sometimes too the parental expecte”

o:: do not fit us. They are approrpriate to someone else, to our fathir,
3:34 fﬂ, Wh: wants to realize his own unfulfilled dreams through us- Buut
it 3; ng m; alurgical engineering at Michigan Tech is not what we were ¢ B

or. inally, these parental expectations may be unrealistically hig

Even if we got Walter Cron iaried
ro ! e
She'd want us to be pr051drlel';'11tte°fa ngb ity b s

Expect :
pectations can be g real blight on a person's life, both his m‘m)i:

Of other people. That fact needs to be reco8™™
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But that fact doesn't alter the fact that without expectations life i
‘ « k"%

worth living.

So many of the trégedies of our da . ;
0 y center about
nothing more 1s expected - the mother whose family ga g:zsie i:;ling “amria
;an who,:etired, the athlete who graduates. These are stoci ha .o
cnttthey :rgtat:é‘real 1ife characters. And so much of theircmi:Zi;ers.
enters abou e disappearance, Or seemi 3
tations from their lives.. ' akasi i -

| And there is a larger tragedy too, the tra ' i

that lives without the sense that ther; are traﬁzgzngini :i;tthquety
such a society people feel they are free. They have thrown off t;?ni° y
d?ns of the past. The expectations of morality, of religion, of t;e ::-
riage covengnt, of parenthood, of being a son or daughter o% countr r}
work, of neighborhood, even of friendship - all these are’thrown offyii;e
so much dead weight. Were they not all corrupt anyway, all hypocritical
all shot through with sin if you want to get moralistic about it? It is :
better to live without expectations. School's out! Let each one do his
own thing, and the whole society likewise. i

But it doegnft work. Not for individuals or for whole peoples. It
doesn't work, 1living without knowing that something is expected of one
from beyond oneself. That is not freedom. That is not living at all.

That is death.

Well, let's go back to .Peter. . "I say you are Peter, and on this rock
I found my church." You don't have to be a Catholic ‘to believe that. It's
in the Bible, soO Protestants can't escape ijt. Peter is the church-man,
the fellow who comes first in the long chain. What happens to him is what
happens to the church. If great expectations is what resurrection means
to him, that's what resurrection means to the church as a whole.

+ the church is all about these

I have been wondering. Some of
ering. Let's not

How many of you

A lot of us have been wondering wha
days. Why do we still keep it around?
you have been wondering. Some perhaps have not been wond
kid ourselves, some of us haven't been much interested.

were here last Sunday?

What's the nitty gritty thing
like preachers, choirs,
onnets and koolaid? I

But some of us have been wondering.
about the church when we get rid of all the trivia,
stained glass windows, offering envelopes, Easter b

have been wondering about that.

s of living by great
distinctive thing about the people in
ancient Hebrews off from other people
much God was expecting of them. That's
not military might, not good farm l§nd,
not techniques of medita-
those are the places where
Hebrews had was

I think 1T hewe some vning to do witn this busines

expectations. This always was the
the Bible. The thing that get the
was that they alone understood how

the only thing they had, really: Lit
not artistic geniuses, not skilled politicians,

tion. Egypt, Babylonia, Assyria, Greece, Rome -~
you had to go to find all those other things- What the

simply a question:
ijnat does the Lord expect of us?"
1%,




x istians too. The question 4
was with the Chris : ®€pen,
and sfh:;éstgfea:::e::.'aﬁut the un: trsail ih:I::§:di§ tﬁ;°::;? oF ex.
5 % " nto : . 2
pectations. "Feed my sheep." ngwyaur life." It was the exD;czziizﬁ;

heal, pra repare, love, lay do . b
beginning with Peter that set off the chain ?;::ioihe ;:a‘::sw?he rerccta.
tions that would not die, but which came bac 1th reneye

pOweTs,: Lt £ P b tremendous surge.of.?onfidence that was the faity
of the church. 2

: ch today. Maybe that i
And that's the way it is with the churc . s al]
the church has left, just that. Just the conviction tpat somewhere iy
the world there has to be a place where people are reminded that they g,
subject to great expectations. :

Our own expectations, and those of the society around us, are,indum
shot through with confusion. We cannot trust them wholehear?edly. Eveq
what the church has to say about expectations we must take with a grain
of salt. - 4

But this we can expect the church to do = (and woe to the church it it
does not do this! It would be better had that church never been born!) -
we can expect the church to remind us that beyond all the other expecta-
tions, whether from parents, or friends, society as a whole, or from with-
in our own uniqueness, there is still a higher source of expectation that
holds all of us to account. No matter who we are or what we do there is
one who asks something of us.

This is a sober thought, for we can never escape these expectations
from above. Not if like the psalmist we try to make our bed in hell.
Not if like Jonah we set sail for some foreign port. Not if like Simon
Peter we tell the serving girl, "I never met the fellow.'" Not if we say

we are tired, or old, or sick, or defeated, or disillusioned. We can't
get away.

But that's good to know too. Because when the word comes "Feed my

sheep," that's the beginning of our confidence. That's the future opening:
That's the resurrection and the life.
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