


een rather well educated, I would think, in the
love go together. The man who wrote the
that a long time ago when he said that
we cannot know God. A few years ago
sychiatrist named Margareta

Most of us have b
idea that divine love and human
first Epistle of John taught us
God is love and that without love

I came across an interesting book by a p
Bowers, who specialized in working over broken down ministers. She said
. that this experience confirmed her thesis THAT HUMAN EXPERIENCING OF LOVE

IS PRELIMINARY TO AND PREREQUISITE OF THE EXPERIENCING OF GOD‘S~LQVE,

'love.ia a much oierWOrked word these days.
hat cares for others, the love of sacri-

ficial concern, that God comes through to people most powerfully. That
has always been true, of course. What made St. Francis so effective an
evangelist was the caring he showed for people and things that were gen-
erally overlooked in that hard-bitten medieval world. When he gave his
cloak to the wandering beggar, or bathed the leper, or preached to the
birds, people were astonished. They found themselves in the presence of
a great mystery. Some of them called that mystery madness, but others
saw the glory of God in it. So it has always been. When people confront
a person who cares deeply they sense that here is a life grounded in a
pover that reaches beyond their own humanity.

. But as I have said pefore,
It is through the kind of love t

In our own day this seems to be for many people the primary path
to the presence of God. As Bishop Robinson reminded us, modern man is
most likely to find God in the gracious neighbor.

Next, I suggested that people find God in needing. Here too we come
upon one of the characteristic insights of our time. God is not only
there in the gracious neighbor, that Good Samaritan who gives us first
aid and reserves a room for us in the next motel. God is also there in
that victim whom we find lying in the ditch. God reaches out to us not
only through our caring for others, but also through the needing of others.

A few years ago a litany was used at one of our denominational
gathers that went like this:

"0 God, who is cold in the slums of winter,
whose playmates are rats, four-legged omes who live with you

and two-legged ones who imprison you,
Help us to touch you.

0 God, who is three and whose belly aches in hunger
Help us to touch you,
0 God, whose toys are broken bottles, tin cans,
whose play-yard is garbage and debris,
and whose playhouse is the floors of the condemned buildings,
Help us to touch you.
0 God, who sleeps in bed with his four brothers and sisters,
and who cries and no one hears him,
Help us to touch you.

Somg people were so offended by that litany that they walked out of
the meeting. Even the liberal journal, THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY, called it
blasphemous because it identified God and man. As one who has devoted
his life §ince his teenage years to opposing every humanistic reduction
of Christian faith, I too would like to tinker with the language there-

But, allowing for some liturgical licen i
4 se, there is gospel truth
in that litany. It is the truth of the great &octrine ofgths Incarna-
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