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- - long and painful process of reconstruction that must follow, with
E its concomitant amendments to the Constitution; the seventeenth,
e eighteenth, and nineteenth articles. The sixteenth, it is, of course,
H understood, is to be appropriated to those blushing damsels who
are, day after day, beseeching us to let them vote, hold office, drink
cocktails, ride astraddle, and do everything else the men do.
[Roars of laughter.] But, above all, sir, let me implore you to
reflect for a moment on the deplorable condition of our country
in case of a foreign war; with all our ports blockaded; all our
cities in a state of siege; the gaunt specter of famine brooding
like a hungry vulture over our starving land; our commissary
stores all exhausted, our famished armies withering away in the
field, a helpless prey to the insatiate demon of hunger; our Navy
rotting in the docks for want of provisions for our gallant seamen;
and we without any railroad communication whatever with the
prolific pine thickets of the St. Croix. [Great laughter.]
= ~ AR, sir, T could well understand why my amiable friends from
Pennsylvania [Mr, Meyers, Mr. Kelly, and Mr. O'Neill] should be
= so earnest in their support for this bill the other day, and if their
honorable colleague, my friend, Mr. Randall, will pardon the re-
mark, I will say I consider his criticism of their action on that
occasion as not only unjust but ungenerous. I knew they were
looking forward with far-reaching ken of enlightened statesman-
. ship to the pitiable condition in which Philadelphia will be left
unless speedily supplied with railroad connection, in some way, with
this garden spot of the universe. [Laughter.] And, besides, sir,
this discussion has relieved my mind of a mystery that has weighed
upon it like an incubus for years. I could never understand before
why there was so much excitement during the last Congress over
the acquisition of Alta Vela. I could never understand why it was
that some of our ablest statesmen and most distinguished patriots
should entertain such dark forebodings of the untold calamities
that were to befall our country unless we should take immediate
possession of that desirable island. But I see now that they are
~ laboring under the impression that the Government will need
guano to manure the public lands of the St. Croix. [Great laugh-
ter.] Now, sir, I repeat, I had been satisfied for years that if there
was any portion of the habitable globe absolutely in a suffering
. condition for a railroad, it was the teeming pine barrens of the
~ St. Croix. [Laughter.] At what particular point on that noble
- stream such a road should be commenced I knew was immaterial,
- and so it seems to have been considered by the draftsman of this
bill. It might be up at the spring or down at the foot log, or the
~ water gate, or the fish dam, or anywhere along the bank, no matter
- where. [Laughter.] But in what direction it should run, or where
it should terminate, were always, in my mind, questions of the
most painful perplexity. I could conceive of no place on “God’s
1 earth” in such straitened circumstances for railroad fa-
cilities as to be likely to desire or willing to accept such a connec-

—~[Eaughter.} - e
I know that neither Bayfield nor Superior City would have it, for
7 both indignantly spurned the munificence of the Government
coupled with such ignominious conditions, and let this very
land grant die on their hands years and years ago rather than
‘to the degradation of direct communication by railroad with
/00ds of the St. Croix, and I know that what the enter-
bitants of those giant young cities refused to take would
charms for others, whatever their necessities or their
n be. [Laughter.] Hence, as I have said, sir, I was
tg determine where the terminus of this great and
road should be, until I accidentally overheard some
other day mention the name of “Duluth.” [Great
Juluth!” The word fell upon my ear with peculiar and
’;h;;m, like the gentle murmur of a low fountain steal-
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It not only illustrates the position of Duluth in the United States
but exhibits its relations with all created things. It goes even
further than this. It lifts the shadowy veil of futurity and affords
= Us a view of the golden prospects of Duluth far along the dim vista
) of ages yet to come. If the gentleman will examine it, they will find
Duluth not only in the center of the map but represented in a series

of concentric circles 100 miles apart, and some of them as much as

- 4,000 miles In diameter, embracing alike in their tremendous sweep
e the fragrant savannas of the sunlit South and the eternal solitudes
. of snow that mantle the ice-bound North. [Laughter.] How the
circles were produced is perhaps one of those primordial mysteries
that the most skillful paleclogists will never be able to explain.
He. But the fact is, sir, Duluth is preeminently a central place, for I
s have been told by gentlemen who have been so reckless of their
" o gersonal safety as to venture away in those awful regions where
- uluth is supposed to be that it is so exactly in the cénter of the
e .~ —visible universe that the sky comes down at precisely the same dis-
AR tance all around it. [Roars of laughter.] I find by reference to this

map that Duluth is situated somewhere near the western end of

. Lake Superior, but as there is no dot or other mark indicating its
g exact location, I am unable to say whether it is actually confined to
] any particular spot or whether “it is just lying around there loose.”

L [Renewed laughter.] -~

I really cannot tell whether it is one of those ethereal creations

of intellectual frostwork, more intangible than the rose-tinted

~ cloud of a summer sunset; one of those airy exhalations of the
= speculator’s brain, which I am told are ever flitting in the form of
E towns and cities along the lines of railroads built with Government
subsidies, luring the unwary settler as the mirage of the desert
lures the famishing traveler on and ever on, until it fades away
on the darkening horizon, or whether it is a real, bona fide, substan-
tial city, all staked off, with the lots marked with their ocwners’
names, like that proud commercial metropolis recently discovered
on the desirable shore of San Domingo. [Laughter.] But, however
- . that may be, I am satisfied Duluth is there, or thereabouts, for I
- see it stated here on this map that it is exactly 3,990 miles from
Liverpool [laughter], though I have no doubt, for the sake of con-
venience, it may be moved back 10 miles so as to make the distance
an even 4,000. [Renewed laughter.] Then, sir, there is the climate
of Duluth, unquestionably the most salubrious and delightiul to
be found anywhere on the Lord’s earth. Now, I have always been
~ under the impression, as I presume cther gentlemen have, that, in
= the region arcund Lake Superior, it was cold enough for at least
- ® months in the year to freeze the smokestack off a locomotive.
[Great laughter.] But I see it represented on this map that Du-
is situated just exactly half way between the latitudes of Paris
Venice, so that gentlemen who have inhaled the exhilarating
irs of the one or basked in the golden sunshine of the other must
at a glance that Duluth must be a place of untold delights

nterj, ¢ estrial paradise fanned by the balmy zephyrs of an
: spnnglmcxir””

othed with gorgeous sheen of everblooming flowers,
with the silver melody of Nature’s choicest songsters.
In fact, sir, since I have seen this map I have no
1at Byron was vainly endeavorirg to convey some faint
ions of the delicious charms of Duluth when his poetic soul
| forth in the rippling strains of that beautiful rhapsody—
v ye the land of the cedar and pine,
the flowers ever blossom, the beams ever shine;
light wings of zephyr, oppressed with perfume
o’er the garden of gull in her bloom;
the citron and olive are fairest of fruit—
2 voice of the nightingale never is mute;
the tints of the earth and the hues of the sky,
* though varied, in beauty may die?”
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