{Notes on Edward Noyes by Mike Zlonis)

Edward McArthur Noyes (born, New Haven, Connecticut, October 12, 1858) was the minister of
Pilgrim Church from July 1883 to September 1894. He was ordained in Duluth at Pilgrim Church
on September 27, 1883. Noyes married Mary Caroline Simpson (sister of a Yale classmate) on
July 3, 1884. The Noyes' had three children while in Duluth: Margaret Elizabeth (6/15/1885);
Alice Louise (2/26/1887); and Edward Simpson (5/1/1892). Typhoid fever caused the death
of Alice (5/19/1891) and Mary (7/30/1892). After leaving Pilgrim he spent the rest of his
active career (1894-1922) as minister of the First Congregational Church in Newton Centre,
Massachusetts. By all accounts, Noyes was well liked at both churches he served. He
successfully led efforts to build new stone church buildings in Duluth and Newton Centre. On
July 6, 1904 Noyes married Grace Brewster Alvord (17 years his junior). Grace was the
daughter of Rev. Frederick Alvord (Yale, 1855) and a direct descendent (through her mother)
of Elder Brewster of Plymouth. Grace and Edward had three children: McArthur ("Mac"; born
5/5/1905); Elizabeth Brewster (born 1908); and Catherine Alvord (bom 1909). Noyes was
descended from Rev. James Noyes, D.D. who emigrated from England in 1634. Edward’s
ancestor Rev. James Noyes of Stonington was chairman of the company which founded Yale
College in 1701. Rev. James Noyes of New Haven (son of James of Stonington) was one of the
trustees named in the Yale charter of 1745. Edward’s father, Rev. Gurdon Wheeler Noyes
(Amherst, 1848), was minister of the Howard Avenue Church in New Haven at the time of his
birth. In 1905 Edward Noyes wrote the following autobiographical summary: "..Trained in a
parsonage, surrounded with books, with seven brothers and sisters, my memories of childhood
are singularly happy. Entering the church fellowship at 11 years of age, by hereditary instinct
and the bent of my natural endowment drawn toward the ministry, | have had an uneventful but
very happy ministry. | went West in ‘83 and took a small church [Pilgrim Congregational
Church] in a rapidly growing city [Duluth]. It increased ten-fold in the eleven years of my
pastorate, and we built a new stone church, lost it by fire, and rebuilt it. | lost my little
daughter, and my wife a year later by typhoid fever, and my health gave way under the strain of
anxiety, grief and overwork. Against my own wish and the unanimous vote of the church | had
to seek another climate and learn to sleep again. In Newton Centre my pastorate has been very
happy. My church has grown steadily, and we have just built and paid for a handsome stone
edifice. In a charming suburb, only eight miles from the State House, with a pleasant home and
a united and cordial church, with constantly widening opportunities for service, why should not a
man be happy in his work? After living twelve years a widower, | did a rash and proverbially
dangerous thing, - married a young lady who is a member of this church, daughter of a Yale
man. The parish, instead of being disturbed, were so much pleased that they sent us to Europe
on a wedding trip...If | had to choose my profession again, | should certainly choose the ministry.
| hope | should make a better record in it, if | had another chance. | hope to make the remaining
years of my service count for more - far more - in my upholding of the divine kingdom and of
doing good to my fellow-men. It's a good world. | am glad to have lived

so long in it, and hope to have many more years. Its friendships are precious and the

service of God in it rewarding. And when | get through, | hope my boy will pick up the

torch and carry on the long succession of ministers of our name in this land..." (Edward
McArthur Noyes, Frederick Wells, ed., A History of the Class of '79: Yale College, during

the thirty years from its admission into the academic department, 1875-1905 (New

Haven: The University Press, 1906), pp. 331-334). A portrait of Edward McArthur

Noyes hangs in the Pilgrim Church Library.



LETTER OF REV. EDWARD M. NOYES,

RELATIVE TO HIS CALL TO BOSTON AND ACTION OF THE PILGRIM
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

DULUTH, MINN,“NOV, 19,1893,

fl\O THE PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Berovep 1N THE Lorp:—Knowing that you have been waiting with deep
interest my decision regarding a recent invitation to the pastorate of the Cen-
tral Congregational Church of Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, I think it only right
that I should inform you without further delay that I have decided to remain in
Duluth, and give you my reasons for this conclusion.
* The ministry of the Word ig not a profession, hinhv;lhich a man may consult his
ersonal tastes and ambitions, but a calling, to which he is summoned by the voice
?)TG?Od, and in which he has butto serve where and how his Mastewfdmgﬂﬁoose |
for him. The band of Providence was plainly manifest in the chain of circum-
stances which led me to this church. T have no right to desert this post for any
other, however attractive, nntil it is made plain to me that He who placed me here
has sent me elsewhere. So deeply have I felt this that I have given no heed to the
invitations which have come to me in increasing number—for men are wanted
everywhere. But this call to Boston, coming so spontaneously and suddenly, has
led me to seriously consider whether it were not the voice of God. The weariness
inseparable from an arduous pastorate of ten years made the promised rest of a
change of field attractive. The offered escape from associations which can never
cease to be painful, the wide opportunity for usefulness in the field which was
opened to me, the urgency of ministerial and other friends whose judgment and
affection I cannot question—these and other considerations added their force to a
call remarkable for its unanimity and heartiness#\Not only did _the church at
Jamaica Plain, in the largest business meeting in its history, unanimously vote by
ballot to extend this call, but the young people of the church and congregation, of
their own motion, sent me an urgent appeal to accept, signed by some two hundred
who pledged me their support and co-operation. You cannot wonder that such a
call, coming without any encouragement on my part, should make me pause 3
But I return to find my church here, so far as I can discover, equally unani-
mous in their desire to have me stay. Many expressions of esteem have come to
me from those outside this congregation. The opportunity for usefulness in a
rapidly growing community like this, where the character of the civie life i3 yet to




(V4

be determined, and where the forming public sentiment so greatly needs to be im- -

pressed and moulded by the spirit of the Gospel, can hardly be parallelled by that
of any pulpit in an older and established community. The ties formed during an
eventful pastorate of ten years are not readily broken. Of the total membership
of this church nearly ninety per cent have joined it during my ministry. We have
shared joy and sorrow, struggle and success, disaster and patient waiting together.
To leave a church so endeared to me by these years of our common service, would
be a hard task indeed. .But the most conyincing argument is the present finan-
cial condition of the church. Under my leadership you built this house of wor-
ship. In the wisdom of God, the disastrous fire which wiped out the results of
our year of toil in a single day, laid a heavy burden of cebt upon our shoulders.
Under the present financial conditions the church finds it hard to meet its ex-
penses, and is today nearly two thousand dollars behind. And I cannot bring my-
self to desert in the hour of their need those who have been so faithful to me, both
in mv public service aud private griefs

I cannot escape the conclusion, since the opportunity for usefulness here is at
least equal to that offered me in Boston, that the only reasons for going which I
could give at the bar of my own conscience, to you, and to my Master, are such as
appeal to my own ease, advantage or ambition. - In these arguments, attractive as
they are, I fail to cateh the accents of the voice of God. The only reason that
would justify me in the desertion of my post at this juncture would be the 1imper-
ative demand of Liealth.  And while it is true that I am feeling the results of these
trying years in increasing nervousness, there is no immediate danger of breaking
down, so far as I can discover. :

Therefore the path of duty is clearand plain. I cannot longer hesitate. And
as you have joined with me in the prayer that the way might be made clear to me,
s0, I am sure, you will join with me in the earnest prayer and purpose that God
may far more richly bless our united labors. It may well be asked why the Provi-
dence of God thus led to this unsought ivitation, if it were not His will that I
should accept it. May not the answer be found in the arousingof this church to

a new sense of its duty and privilege of service? Already have we heard the voice

of one confessing for the first time Christ as his Savior. There is a deep and tend-
der feeling in many hearts. Shall we not confidently hope, earnestly pray, and
unitedly and perseveringly labor that God may work mightily among us in the
conversion of souls?

‘In announcing this decision, I have two requests to make. I do not call
them conditions, for I am sure that you will recognize my right to make them,
and will grant them. And these are, First: That my salary be reduced by the
sum of $300 a year. T made this request last January and you refused to grant
it. I think I am now in a position to demand that you accede to it. Second:
That I shall have the support and cooperation of every member of the church.
This you have already granted in the resolutions adopted at a recent mid-week
meeting. But all were not present, and I want to feel that I have all this church
behind me in prayer and service, ready for aggressive work.

And I, on my part, pledge you anew my best and most loyal service. Do not
imagine, because I have puf this matter upon the plane of duty, thatI renew
my work with any longing looks backward toward the Atlantic coast. No church
could ever be so dear to me as this: no field more attractive. Nothing but my
health, or the conviction that some other man could do the work here better,
would induce me to leave it.  And so “forgetting those things that are behind”,




and turning back the page upon this episode, let us press toward the mark, for
the prize of our lugh calling in Christ Jesus, If we are in earnest, if we can
enlist the service of every member of the church, if we are not weary in well-doing,
in due season we shall reap an abundans harvest, to the honor and glory of Him,
whose we are and whom we serve,

Yours, in this common service,

Epwarp M. Noves,

ACTION OF PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

DULUTH, MINN., NOV. 9, 1893.

E, Members of Pilgrim Church and Congregation, gathered in the mid-

‘/\/ week meeting of prayer, desire to express our deep love for our Pastor, Rev.
E. M. Noyes, and our appreciation of his life and work in this ehurch and
community during the past ten years.

As we review the past, we have none buat tenler memories of his - unselfish de-
votion, his faithful counsel, his loving service. He has sought not ours, but us,
and always in the name of the Master. With rare tact, wisdom and earnestness
he has not shunned to declare unto us the whole counsel of God, as the Spirit has
given him grace to know it.

We recognize the blessing of God upon us because of his faithful labors, while
at the same time we lament, on our part, many lost opportunities for usefulness,
and acknowledge our many failures e feel that our beloved Pastor has often
had cause for sorrow because of our unfaithfulness, and that he has carried heavy
burdens, which should, in large measure, have been borne by his people.

In earnest dependence on God’s grace, we pledge to our Pastor our love, our
sympathyg-and our prayers. As the Holy Spirit shall give us wisdom and
strengtly, W“e_v promise to assist in all the work of the church, and, willing to hear the
voice of our Divine Master, we will each_daily strive to say: “Lord, what will

Thou have me to do?” &é /
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(It is hoped that each member of the church will sign this pledge and keep it for refe ize.‘)
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Upnl. 1868,

Quhuie 10 - 1894
To The Memhers of Pilgrim Church and Parish; 3

Dear PFriends;-

It hardly seems possible that ten years have
flown since Dr.Patton and I enjoyed with you the Fiftieth
anniversary of Pilgrim Church. When the Fifteenth and
tTwentieth milestones were passed,i was Pastor of the Church,
but we had no celebrationse. At the Twenty-fifth,l was
present,as well as at the Fiftieth,and it would be a great
joy to be with you today. But although my congratulations
ang good wishes must come from a distance,they are not
sent in a refrigerator car,and are. just as warm and hear-
ty as 1f I were present in the flesh.

My thoughts go out to thoge 1 knew so well,who will not
be there to rejoice with you,who have finished thelr pii-
grimage and entered into rest. But many remain who were
fellow=-workers with me in the days gone by and to them I
gend a special greeting of grateful remembrance. It was
the day of small things back in 1885 at the beginning of
my pastorate,and those of us who struggled to bulld the
first stone Church and then watched it burn,before we had
ever worshipped in its audience room,will never forget
those days of trial and vietory. They were a staunch and
loyal group,tried in the fire,who worshipped and worked
together in Pilgrim Church,when I knew 1t best.

But your thoughts are turned toward the future ,rather
than the past,today. Moy God send to you goon a rastor
and Leader who shall be a man after nls own heart,a true
shepherd of this flock.

My wish ror each one of you and for the Chuwch so dear
to us all,is an inereasingly rich and abundant life. When
we speak of a full life,it is natural for us to think of
one that is filled from without,as g pond is filled by the
streams from the hills about it. A full 1ife means for
us & life into which riches of all kinds from without are
continually flowing. But Jesus likens a full life to a
fountain,bubbling up ang overflowing with riches from
within itself. Such a fountain mekes an oasis in a desert
and is surrounded with green grass,trees,birds and fruit.
1he somrce of a spring is hidden;a stream beneath the sur-
face which never failg. such a full 1life was the Master's
ang all succeeding generations have drunk from it.

May God give to us all nig gift of life which shall be
in us 'a well of water,springing up into everlasting life"
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