(Notes on Herbert Irwin written by Mike Zlonis)

In January 1907, Pilgrim Church began supporting (68) Herbert M.
Irwin, his wife Genevieve and their two children. The Irwins were a
missionary family who had been in Talas, Turkey since 1903. Talas,
where the main missionary compound was located, was about five miles
from the much larger town of Ceasarea. The association between the
Irwins and Pilgrim was nurtured by Pilgrim’s former minister,
Cornelius Patton, who had become Secretary of the American board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 1904. The Irwins were (Canadians.
Herbert received his post-secondary education at Manitoba University,
Winnipeg and Knox College, Toronto. Genevieve was born in Delaware but
educated at Manitoba College and the Manitoba Provincial Normal
School. Herbert Irwin was minister of a church at Sapperton, British
Columbia before he was appointed to the position in Ceasarea by the
American Board. In 1903, the Ceasarea mission station (which had been
established in 1854) was staffed by four male and six female
missionaries. The mission station supported a large hospital, a
kindergarten, two boarding schools, thirty village schools with 1,701
pupils, and thirty-five churches with a total membership of 5,439. The
Ceasarea mission served an area of forty thousand square miles.
Although much of the mission work was with Greek and Armenian
students, some activities included large numbers of Moslems. Herbert
Irwin started and sustained for many years a Boy's Club in Talas. At
Sunday evening meetings of the Boy's Club, he projected lantern slides
(many of which depicted Biblical stories) onto a vellum screen. This
was very popular, particularly with Moslem boys. Irwin reported in
1914 that audiences (averaging 250) for these shows were almost wholly
Moslem. The same year, local authorities told Irwin that showing these
pictures was contrary to the “Sheriat” (sacred law of the Ottoman
Empire). Irwin had been showing lantern slides for years without
government objections. Eventually, Irwin was allowed to continue his
Boy's Club meetings with lantern slide presentations. After the start
of World War I in the Summer of 1914, the Turkish government
appropriated some of the mission buildings and drafted a Turkish
physician physician working with the mission into the army. The
mission hospital was forced to close. Word of the Armenian genocide
first appeared in the Pilgrim Sunday bulletin on November 7, 1915:

"...Armenians from all of the stations in the Eastern Turkey Mission
and from Trebizond, Marsovan, Sivas and Bardizag in the Western
Mission have been in large part removed. Many of the men have been
killed and the women and children deported towards Arabia. Talas and
Ceasarea were spared longer than some of the places further east. Word
comes under date of September 5, that deportations from there were
beginning. Dr. Hoover had been to Talas from Constantinople to perform
an operation on Mrs. Irwin which was wholly successful. He has
returned to Constantinople."



The operation performed on Genevieve Irwin was an appendectomy. When
she developed symptoms of appendicitis, there was said to be no doctor
within hundreds of miles of Ceasarea. Travel required a special permit
which was almost impossible to obtain. Ailing Genevieve Irwin was kept
in an ice pack for ten days until the Dr. Hoover (a physician who had
previously staffed the mission hospital in Talas) was able to travel
to Talas from Constantinople (where he was working for the Red Cross).
In 1916, all of the remaining mission buildings (except the building
housing the Irwins and other missionaries) were seized by the Caucasus
army. Most of the missionaries and their families were able to leave
Turkey early in the War. The Irwins were forced to stay inTurkey,
because, as (Canadians, they were considered British subjects and
citizens of an enemy combatant. Communication with the outside world
was difficult. All letters passed through the hands of several
censors, and many letters were lost. The letters which were delivered
were delayed from 2 1/2 to 7 months. In 1917, the Irwins left the
interior and settled “...in Bebek [a prosperous Constaninoble
neighborhood] on the Bosphorus, just under the shadow of Robert
College...”. (69) While in Constantinople, Herbert Irwin taught at
Robert College. After the War, the Irwins were able to leave
Constantinople on furlough, July 11, 1919. They had a prolonged stay
in Canada and the United States which included several visits to
Pilgrim Church. Back in North America, Irwin was bitterly critical of
the Turkish government and its treatment of the Armenian and Greek
populations with which he worked. (70) Following the Greco-Turkish War
(1919-1922), there was a massive forced population exchange of ethnic
Greeks and Turks in 1923. The Irwins returned to Talas in early 1922,
but moved to Athens (0ld Phaleron) in late 1923 to work among Armenian
refugees in Greece. Herbert Irwin died in Athens on November 18, 1927.
Pilgrim Church supported the Irwin family without interruption from
1907 to 1927.

68. In 1907, Pilgrim agreed to pay $440.00/year to support of Mr.
Irwin and $88.00/year to support the Irwin’s two children. This amount
increased over the years.

69. Robert College was founded in 1863 by Christopher Robert and Cyrus
Hamlin, a Congregational missionary. Robert College continues today as
a co-educational, independent and highly selective boarding school for
high school students.

70. Herbert Irwin was quoted in the Duluth News-Tribune (January 21,
1921) as saying: “Wherever the Turk rules, desolation, intolerance,
oppression and ignorance are sure to be found — but ignorance is the
cause of it all”.

































